St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
412 N. Live Oak
Rockport, TX 78382

THE ROCK '

We Are One Family In Christ

Reflections from
the Rector

The Lenten journey we began several weeks
ago now moves us on to Holy Week. Our personal
best efforts and disciplines, through these forty days,
are drawing to a close. Our prayers and fasting, our
“giving up” or “adding on” of things; all these
spiritual aids now bring us to this sacred time. A time
to remember a passionate story, a love story that
brings us full circle and reminds us of the love that
God has expressed from the cradle to the grave in
this Jesus. Ah, but in our received tradition, the story
does not end at the grave, instead we are shown the
hope and promise of a spiritual life that transcends
death and offers us the ultimate expression of living
in the near presence of God.

In recent years, I have discovered a hymn that
reminds me of the richness of this intimate love of
God through Christ. In truth, this hymn could be
sung anytime, throughout the church year. It is,
however, quite appropriate “lyric and tune” during
Holy Week.

Here are the words:

A stable lamp is lighted
Whose glow shall wake the sky;
The stars shall bend their voices, And every stone shall cry.
And every stone shall cry, And straw like gold shall shine;
A barn shall harbor heaven, A stall become a shrine.
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This child through David’s city
Shall ride in triumph by;
The palm shall strew its branches, And every stone shall
cry.
And every stone shall cry; Though heavy, dull, and dumb,
And lie within the roadway To pave his kingdom come.

Yet he shall be forsaken,
And yielded up to die;
The sky shall groan and darken, And every stone shall cry.
And every stone shall cry, For stony hearts of men:
God'’s blood upon the spearhead, God'’s love refused again.

But now, as at the ending,
The low is lifted high,
The stars shall bend their voices, And every stone shall cry.
And every stone shall cry, In praises of the Child
By whose descent among us The worlds are reconciled.

Our journey in coming days will carry us to the gates
of Jerusalem. We will be reminded, then walk with
Jesus to the temple, to the garden, through the streets
and up the hill, even at times carrying the cross that
is his. Ultimately, our journey draws us, with the
women, to the entrance of an empty tomb. Yet, even
there we are reassured of God’s life giving presence.

Our life, our journey in faith never ends, yet rather
than being exhausting and dismal, the journey in-
spires and energizes us. We are inspired with the
joyous blessing that the longing of the human heart
can truly find its rest in Thee.

May you be blessed on your journey in faith during
this Holy season and in the glorious days ahead.
Jim
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Parish Business

From the Senior Warden

John “JD” Debler, Senior Warden
idebler@gsminsurors.com

The sun was just beginning to crack through the low bank of
clouds that stretched along the horizon in the east.
Silhouetted against the gray streaked with gold was a cross,
buried in the sand dunes. It was, as they say, a “Kodak
moment”. The air was cold and crisp; the wind popped the
fabric on my windbreaker. Isipped my coffee and
continued my trek along the boardwalk back to the
conference center. It was a perfect start to the day. A day on
which we were to talk about our hopes and concerns about
our church.

Thus began the second day of our Vestry Retreat at Mustang
Island Conference Center. We had gathered the day before
at St. Peter’s and carpooled over to the island center. We
spent much of the morning getting to better know each
other, talking about ourselves and our past experiences in
the church. With three new members on the Vestry, it was
important that we all get acquainted, and reacquainted in
some cases. | am continually amazed at the rich lives that
our church members have led and continue to lead. I often
feel like I have just fallen off the turnip wagon when I
compare my life to others in the church. I include spiritual
lives in this comparison as well. We are fortunate to have
parishioners with such varied backgrounds, talents, and
deep faith.

We discussed the various ministries in our church. Each
vestry member takes one or more ministries and either acts
as a liaison between the ministry and the Vestry, or in some
cases, heads up the ministry. The hope is that we match up
Vestry members with a ministry that they really have a
passion for. I feel that we have accomplished that goal.

If you will look at this issue of “The Rock”, you will see the
ministries listed and the leaders.

That pretty much took up the remainder of the day on
Saturday. We are able to take a couple of hours to relax and,
if we so desired, go walking on the beach. Ilove to walk on
the beach, especially when it is fairly deserted. There is
something about the sound of the endless surf and the vast-
ness of the sea that kind of puts you in your place with God.
It makes you appreciate His greatness. It can almost make
you feel insignificant. But it also gives me a feeling of
something eternal, much like the eternal life we are
promised if we follow the Lord.

That evening we had a superb meal, as is the norm at the
Conference Center. After dinner, we recapped what we had
talked about during the day. Then we had Compline, a fitting
end to a great day of fellowship.

On Sunday, we continued to talk about the church ministries,
how each was doing, and whether any needed tweaking. We
identified several that we thought needed some attention, but
overall all are doing well. We also discussed other ministries
and outreach programs that we might explore in the future.
“Sustainability” is a big concern of Fr. Jim when it comes to
starting up any new programs. We do not want to start some-
thing new unless we have the resources to sustain it for the
long haul. By resources, I mean both funding and having the
volunteers to work the project. Both are essential. The idea of
reaching out to other local Episcopal churches to partner with
them in new outreach ministries was entertained. Fishin’ for
Mission is a possible area that we could enlist the help of
churches in Portland, Aransas Pass, and Port Aransas. If
nothing else, perhaps we can gather some fisherman from the
churches to participate in the fishing tournament.

One thing seemed clear to me during the retreat. We need the
help of all parishioners to help carry on the work of the
church, not only in outreach programs, but in the day to day
ministries of the church. I think the Vestry members were all
in agreement that we need to reach out personally to
individual members of the parish and invite them to join in
the fellowship that we all experience in working in the
ministries of the church. There are many areas to serve. We
will find one that suits your talents and temperament. I
guarantee that you will be blessed by the experience.

We closed out the retreat with Holy Eucharist. The time went
by very quickly and we could have used another day at least
to discuss church matters. But we accomplished a great deal,
and I am thankful for the time we spent together. I think of St.
Peter’s as my second family, and I guess you could say that
the Vestry is something like a second set of in-laws! In my
case, that’s a great thing because I get along very well with my
first set. We have an extraordinary group on the Vestry and
I'm fortunate to serve with them and our church is blessed to
have them give their time and talents to our parish.

Many blessings,

John “JD” Debler
Senior Warden
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Among Our Own

Condolences

Rick Fleming, Peggy Friebele’s brother
passed away in San Angelo on Friday, March 12,
2010. Ouwur prayers and condolences to Peggy and
all of Rick’s family and friends.

A Celebration of the Life of Ken Mayhew
was held at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church on
Monday March 22, 2010 at 3:00 p.m. Ken passed
away on Thursday, March 18, 2010 in San Antonio,
TX. A Memorial Service will be held later this year
in Lowville, NY at Trinity Episcopal Church. We
continue our prayers and condolences to Ken's
family and friends.

Community of Hope Prayer List

We ask that you keep the following
persons in your prayers: Carol Allen, Roy Allen,
Landon Alexander, Jayne Boyce, Nadia Clark, John
Hill, Polly Cook, Nat Gonzalez, Jean Herring,
Dorothy Hooker, Joan Lee, Carole Ann McKitrick,
Bob Nelson, Anna Nix, Marvin Northrup, Jim
Reed, Jeannie Rozzell, George Sanders, Al Steffens,
Audrey Steffens, Dorothy Taylor, J. T. Gonzalez,
Bill Swanberg, Jesse Watson, Morgan Watson, and
Ray R.

Thank you for all your prayers, they have
surely helped in getting Morgan home
safely and sound.
He arrived back in Ft. Hood last week
and in Houston yesterday. Thank you
and all the congregation, and convey the
good news.
Please keep Jesse, who is still in Iraqg, on
the prayer list at this time.

Thank you - Sue Watkins

The Great 50 Days of Easter are a great opportunity
for those considering baptism. Please contact Fr.
Jim or the Church Office if you are interested.
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Ann Whitlock Apr1 Benjamin Clark Apr
Faye Ulbrich 1 JD Debler

Paul Magabgab 2 Jayne Boyce

Allen Anthony 3 George Sanders
Helen Casterline 7 Mary Catherine Pugh
Vernon Lewis 10 Shane Sutton

Ruth Douglas 10 Don Hanks

Murray Tarkington 11 Jean Anderson

Jane Ross 11 Audrey Steffens
Susan Morris 12 Joe Leonard

J.W. Harden 13 Dr. Charles Goolsbee
Andrea Farmer 13 Ivan C. Olenick, Jr.
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Bill & Angela Rivera Apr 3
Landon & Charlean Alexander Apr 16
Fr. Jim & Christy Friedel Apr19
Richard & Betty Craig Apr 20
Bob & JoAnn Martin Apr 21
Glenn & Rhonda Cunningham Apr21

19
21
22
22
22
24
25
25
26
28
30
30
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From the Director of
Music Ministries

AR
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The St. Peter’s Chancel Choir is honored each year to be an
important part of our Lenten and Easter seasons.

We began preparing our special music for Palm Sunday
and Easter in February. Several of our members will
generously offer beautiful solos for the many worship
opportunities we have this season. I am so grateful for
such an abundance of musical talent in our church.
Likewise, I am also so fortunate they are willing to share
their talents with all of you. Before each service we pray
that our music will glorify our God and touch the people
who hear our message through song. We know it touches
our souls when we sing.

Respectfully,
Angela Rivera

2010 VACATION
BIBLE SCHOOL

Frances Reed

It is THAT time of year again. VBS is

scheduled for JUNE 14-18, from 9:00 to 11:45a.m. Mark
your calendar and search your heart. We have a place for
you!!! The theme this year is HIGH SEAS. If you would
like to serve in any way, please call Frances Reed at 729-
1601 or call the church office 729-2649.

CHRISTTAN FORMATION NEWS

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church will begin a tradition this year
of recognizing its graduating seniors with a monetary gift.
If you would like to be a part of this effort, please desig-
nate your donations GRADUATION RECOGNITION
GIFT. Feel free to come by the office, mail in your contri-
bution, or put your designated contribution in the offering
plate on any Sunday morning. Thank you in advance for
your support and recognition of our young people who
have successfully completed twelve years of schooling.

Commission 4 Aprll 9-11 , 2010
ar ¢l The Spring Gathering for
Women

Women's Ministries

Learning, Living, Loving a Resurrection Life

The Rev. Sandy Casey-Martus, Speaker
The Rt. Rev. Robert B. Hibbs, Chaplain
Julie Chalk, Musician

At Camp Capers

What to expect
*Cel ebrate
group of godly women
* Shop for books and gifts from Viva Bookstore

* Meet new friends

* Take a walk by the river

* Experience fun, fellowship, praise, worship, and
prayer

* In short, enjoy an opportunity to commune with
godly women in a wonderful setting and atmosphere
of love and laughter

God’'s blessing on

Future Gatherings

2010

October 22-24

with The Rev. Suzanne Guthrie

2011

April 8-10

with The Very Rev. Katherine B. Moorehead
October 14-16

with Deborah Smith Douglas

The mission of this organization shall be
to foster active communication, spiritual
enrichment and education among the
women of the Episcopal Church with
Christ at the center

Sponsored by
The Commission
For Women’s Ministries
Episcopal Diocese of West Texas
P O Box 6885
San Antonio, TX 78209
(210 or 888) 824-5387
e-mail: general.mail@dwtx.org
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' OutreachPrograms

Good
Samaritans

«
Bob Austin

www.rfgoodsam.com

GOOD SAMARITANS - APRIL 2010

Our community really does have talent! The Talent
Show on March 7th was a great success with local
residents putting on a fine show. The benefit to Good
Samaritans was $1000 more than last year.

St. Peter’s participants included Christy and Jim Freidel,
Audrey and Al Steffens, Will Douglas, Marissa Kuertz,
Harrison Leo, Shawn Kilpatrick and Margaret Goolsbee.

Angela Rivera, who co-produced the show was the piano
accompanist on many of the acts, as well as performing a
solo act herself. She is also great at standup comedy.
Thanks to all of you who helped make the show a success
again this year. Stay tuned for next year’s show.

We are aware that God is the foundation of Good Samari-
tans, which was founded by the churches here. So the
friendship, love and happiness we share are from Him.

There are some particular families in our area who are
hurting due to lack of work. Fishing guides have no
work, as fishing is poor in winter. Shrimpers are out of
work due to the season and the cost of operating their
boats. Good Sam helps wherever possible.

Thank you,
Bob Austin

From The Episcopal Diocese of West Texas
World Mission Department

Dear Jim,

Thank you and the people of St. Peter’s for your
compassionate response to the tragic earthquake in Haiti.
Your donation, joined with others, will bring much
needed relief to a people who have suffered and continue
to suffer from this cataclysmic event.

We will send the funds through the Episcopal
Relief and Development Fund] an agency that has the
ability to coordinate the relief efforts of the Episcopal
Church in Haiti.

May God bless you and yours as you are blessing
so many others by your gift.

Faithfully,
Betty Chumney

June 25 - Registration & Dinner

St Peters Episcopal Church

June 26- Tournament & Awards

Saltwater Pavilion at Rockport Beach Park

Cost per angler
Adults: $125

Youth (12 and under): $75
Guided and Unguided Divisions

Registration Deadline: May 15, 2010

(&
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,;mg-g ; www.dwtx.org
A 7 Contact Michael Glick
” "‘\ with questions 210-382-3206
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Volunteers are needed to help with the Fishin’ for
Mission 2010 Fish Fry and Registration on Friday night,
June 25, and also at the Saturday, June 26 Weigh-In.

If you would like to participate in this exciting event,
please call our Parish Office at 361-729-2649. Thank you.

Parish Planning
& Analysis

Ref: Henderson Street Property

R
Mike Patton

The grant to purchase the Henderson Street property,
which was submitted by Aransas County, has been
approved. The grant was submitted for $485,000, of which
the government will pay 60% and the county 40%. The
actual amount offered for the property will be based on an
appraisal acceptable by the Texas Land Office. The final
approval to begin work on the property is expected in
October 2010.

The Henderson Street property will be purchased for
inclusion into the County’s “Stormwater Management
Plan”. Water quality will also be an important issue in that
Tule Creek outflow is a factor affecting the health of Little
Bay.

Mike Patton
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Ministry Leaders

Important Dates

Vestry Commissions and Ministry Leaders

Sr. Warden John AJDO
Jr. Warden June Gregory
Treasurer Audre Debler
Scribe Kay Scott
Buildings, Grounds & Equipment Commission:
June Gregory
Garden Guild Steve Long
Columbarium Mike Patton

Christian Education Commission:
Daughters of the King
Brotherhood of St. Andrew

Frances Reed
Frances Reed
Al Steffens

Cursillo JoAnn Leonard
Library
Nursery
Godly Play Kimber Clark

Adult Education
Vacation Bible School

The Rev. James W. Friedel
Frances Reed

Communications Commission: Butch Adams

The Rock Diana Sebastian
Website Woody Woodard
History Judy Nibbelink
Office Administration Liason Joey Gill
Pictorial Directory Les Moor

Signs, Advertising, Directories, Bulletin Boards

Evangelism Commission:
Greeters & Name Tags
Newcomers

Joey Gill & Becky Warren

Planning & Analysis Commission: Mike Patton
Five Year Plan, Bldg Planning and Land Sale or Purchase

Parish Care & Fellowship Commission: Jane Ross
Assistant

Sunday Coffee Hosts June Gregory
Comfort Meals Milby Wade
Community of Hope/Pastoral Care Pam Heidt

Pinky Gonzalez
Sarah Shugart
Milby Wade
Barbara Patton
Yvonne Moor

Circle of Prayer

Kitchen Guild, Special Events, Meals & Dinners

Stewardship Commission: Mike Patton
Audit Committee

Finance Committee, Stewardship Mike Patton
Outreach Commission: John
Castaways Roy Allen & Jo Ann Leonard
Good Samaritans Bob Austin
Community Table Al Steffens

Worship Commission:
Altar Guild
Acolytes/Lay Readers & Lay Eucharistic Visitors
Verger: Al Steffens
Ken McGee
Angela Rivera

The Rev. James W. Friedel
Sherri Collins

Ushers
Director of Music/Choir

WORSHIP SERVICES:

Debl =&
¢ Sunday

Wednesday

8:00 a.m. Rite I Holy Eucharist
10:30 a.m. Rite II Holy Eucharist

6:00 p.m. Rite II Holy Eucharist

and Healing Service

The Nave of St. Peter’s Church is open for prayer
and meditation every day the church office is open.
Hours are 9:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. Monday
through Thursday and Friday 9:00 a.m. until noon.

WEEKLY PROGRAMS:

Mon:

Tues:

Wed:

Fri:

Castaways Pricing
12:30 p.m.

St. Peter’s at Castaways
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Community Table at First Presbyterian
4:45 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Healing Service and Holy Eucharist
6:00 p.m.

Choir Practice
7:00 pm

St. Peter’s at Castaways
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS:

There is a sign-up sheet in the Parish Hall for
. those interested in renewing their Food
7° Handling Certification. We may be able to

@
. ‘z> schedule a class to be held at the church. This

.’.'-_'-. certification is required for those involved in
food handling at Community Table, Church

Dinners, Fishin for Mission, etc. Please call Diana at the Parish
Office for more information. Thank you.

AiJDoDebhl e
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“Dinners for Eight” are casual gatherings of
eight (more or less) members of our St. Peter’s
family. These are potluck dinners in a host
home to meet, greet, and eat. This is a fun way
to get to know fellow St. Peter’s members. You

will meet some new friends & connect with old friends as well.

The date of our first dinner is:
THURSDAY, APRIL 29 FROM 6:30 UNTIL 8:30

Each couple or single brings one item to the dinner: entree,
salad, or vegetable. The host couple provides the beverages
and dessert. This may vary depending upon the group. A
letter will be sent to notify you of your host and what to bring.
For more information please call me, Becky Warren 729-6899

COME AND JOIN THE FUN!!!
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

SCHEDULE OF WORSHIP SERVICES:

Sundays: 8:00a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite 1
10:30a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite II
Wednesdays: 6:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist and
Healing Service

CHURCH STAFEF:

Rector: The Rev. James Friedel
Director of Music Ministries: Angela Rivera

Parish Secretary: Diana Sebastian
Office Telephone: 361-729-2649
Office Hours: Monday through Thursday
9:00 am - Noon; 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm
Friday 9:00 am - Noon
Email: stpeterbythesea@att.net
Website: www.stpeterbythesea.com




