
8  

 

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 

412 N. Live Oak Street 
Rockport, TX 78382 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage Paid 

Permit #32  
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SCHEDULE OF WORSHIP SERVICES: 
 

Sundays:    8:00 a.m.    Holy Eucharist Rite I  
   10:30 a.m.    Holy Eucharist Rite II  
Wednesdays:       6:00 p.m.             Holy Eucharist and 
                                                             Healing Service 
 

CHURCH STAFF: 
 

Rector:                    The Rev. James W. Friedel 
Director of Music Ministries:            Angela Rivera 
Parish Secretary:                                   Diana Sebastian 
Office Telephone:                            361-729-2649 
Office Hours:                     Monday through Thursday
         9:00 am - Noon; 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm 
                                                       Friday 9:00 am - Noon 
Email:             stpeterbythesea@att.net 
Website:                    www.stpeterbythesea.com 
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St. Peterõs Episcopal Church 
Rockport, Texas 

Celebrating 140 Years of Ministry. . . 

and preparing to serve this community into the future. 

      THE ROCK 
                     ò W e  Ar e  One  F am ily  I n C h ri stó 

        
 
 

 

 

A wise friend once shared with me, òTransition 
is not a bridge to get you from Point A to              
Point B. It is, instead, the dynamic reality of lifeó. 
What I heard him saying was that every day is 
different. Every relationship is unique. Every 
situation in life potentially challenges our              
experience from the past.  Yet, to recognize such 
things does not leave us unsettled, comfortless, 
or tossed to and fro without a sense of                
grounding. Instead, we realize the importance of 
being attentive and centered on the transforming 
nature of God; darkness into light, despair into 
hope, the ordinary into the extraordinary. Such 
images prepare and point us to that glorious 
night when the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, an evening that has transformed the 
world forever. In our received tradition this is 
the most blessed season of love, joy, and                  
generosity. It is our Christmas. 
 
Christy and I pray that you and yours are 
blessed with the joy and wonder of this Advent 
and Christmas. It will be our joy to join, with all 
of you, in the glory of that òHoly Nightó and to 
celebrate the active and vibrant life shared in 
ministry through this parish.   
 
May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our 
nature upon him, bless us in this holy season, 
scatter the darkness from before our path, and 
brighten our hearts with the light of His holiness.  
 
Blessings and peace,  
Fr. Jim Friedel   
 
 

 

                                               Reflections from  
                    the Rector 

éscatter the darkness from before our pathé 
 

It is my privilege to write this as we are drawn 
into the season of Advent. I do so with a grateful 
heart, feeling the joy that comes from shared  
ministry with good friends and fellow sojourners.  
 
Over the years, I have come to view the season of 
Advent as a gift. Advent invites us to rediscover 
the wonder and innocence of childhood. Like the 
tiny one with bright eyes, we scan the space with 
great expectation that something glorious is about 
to happen. In some mysterious way we feel more 
alive anticipating Godõs active participation in the 
world. Advent is a most appropriate time for us 
to listen and become more attentive to what God 
may be stirring up in our own hearts and in the 
life of our community. What is there for us to 
celebrate as we search out our own becoming? 
Where are the emerging opportunities for              
relationship and ministry? How can we, as                 
individuals and as a community of faith respond 
most effectively to Godõs call in this particular 
place and time? These questions are especially 
important as we continue to live in a season that 
stirs us to remember and celebrate our past, even 
as we are preparing for the future. You might say 
we continue living in transition.  
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Hello to all,  
 

Advent! What a wonderful season of the 
Church.  The Advent Wreath  in the Church catches 
your eye with its bright candles and beautiful purple 
bow. The new beautiful hangings remind you of this 
season of anticipation and hope.  Is it just me, or does it 
seem as if most of the rest of the world has lost sight of 
why we are celebrating Advent and Christmas?  

In searching for information on Advent, I went 
to the web site of the Episcopal Diocese of West Texas, 
went to Reflections and clicked on the four sections  
under Advent.  These sections were written by                  
different clergy covering the topics of Expecting,             
Preparing, Submitting and Waiting.  How many times 
have we have heard the story of Mary and Joseph and 
the birth of Godõs Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ, and not 
truly understood the impact He has or should have in 
our lives. As I read these articles,  I gained a newer, 
clearer perspective of how we are called to live our 
lives today following the teachings of Christ.  I                 
recommend to you looking up the sections and reading 
them in the next few weeks.  You may be pleased with 
what you read, I know I was.  

Backing up a little, THANK YOU to each of you 
for your generous participation in the Every Member 
Canvas.  Your generous support to St. Peterõs Church 
and to all of its activities is very much appreciated.  We 
had a large attendance on Consecration Sunday and 
the lunch afterwards was enjoyed by all.  

Again, another huge THANK YOU to each of 
you for your hard work for the 140 th Anniversary           
Celebration of St. Peterõs held on Dec. 4, 2011.  On this 
day, Bishop Lillibridge conducted the service of Holy 
Baptism for one, and 11 individuals were Confirmed, 
Received and Reaffirmed.  After the service, there was 
a joyful luncheon for our new members and for                
celebrating the 140th Anniversary of the beginning of 
this Church.  The blessing of the new property took 
place the afternoon before, on Saturday, with               
Bishop Lillibridge leading the service with Father Jim.  
A small reception for those attending the blessing was 
held directly afterwards and final preparations for the 
Sunday luncheon and 140th celebration were                     
completed. 
   
 

PARISH BUSINESS 

 

 

    From the Senior Warden 

 

         Treasurer's Report            
    October 2011 

 

     
Mike Patton, Treasurer 
mpatton16@gmail.com 

     Shown below is a summary of the Church operating             
accounts for the ten months ending October 31, 2011. 
 

                                 Actual                     Budget              Difference 
                                           
Revenue                $284,662                 $269,043             $15,619 
 
Expense                   232,455                   265,043                32,588 
 
Net Revenue/        $52,207                     $4,000              $48,207   
      Expense                        
 

      
     As the above table shows, the Churchõs actual results for       
the ten months are $48,207 better than planned. 
     Cash and short term investments of St. Peterõs totaled 
$183,081 on October 31, 2011.  These balances are in               
addition to the funds dedicated to the Building, Memorial, 
Columbarium and RDF accounts. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Mike Patton  

                                     (From the Senior Warden - continued)  
 

Please take time to read  the history of this 
Church posted on the parish walls if you have not done 
so already.  If you have any old Church pictures or any 
other information on this parish and its members, please 
notify the Church Secretary, Diana, as we will continue 
gathering our history.  
 In closing, may all of you have a safe and           
wonderful Christmas and New Years Holiday.                 
June Gregory 
Senior Warden   

June Gregory 
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  Vestry Commissions and Ministry Leaders  
 Sr. Warden                                                     June Gregory 
 Jr. Warden                                                 John ñJDò Debler                                   
 Treasurer                                                         Mike Patton 
 Scribe                                                                  Kay Scott    

 

  Buildings, Grounds & Equipment Commission:  
                                                                     John ñJDò Debler                                   
Garden Guild                                                          Steve Long         
Columbarium                                                         Mike Patton  
 

  Christian Formation Commission :     Becky Warren 
 Daughters of the King                                        Sherri Collins 
    Brotherhood of St. Andrew                                    Al Steffens   
    Cursillo                                                         JoAnn Leonard  
    Library   
    Nursery 
    Godly Play                                                        Kimber Clark  
    Adult Education                             The Rev. James W. Friedel  
    Vacation Bible School                                       Frances Reed  
                                        

  Communications Commission :                   Joey Gill  

    The Rock                                                     Diana Sebastian                                               
    Website                                                      Woody Woodard                                                  
    History                                                           Judy Nibbelink  
 Office Administration Liaison                                      Joey Gill  
    Pictorial Directory                                                    Les Moor  
    Signs, Advertising, Directories, Bulletin Boards 
     

  Evangelism Commission :                      Pinky Gonzalez 

    Greeters & Name Tags                   
    Newcomers 
 

  Planning & Analysis Commission :           Jim Blake  
   Five Year Plan, Bldg Planning and Land Sale or Purchase 
 

  Parish Care & Fellowship Commission :  

                                              Beth Garner, Kay Scott & Dan Pugh                                                      
   Sunday Coffee Hosts                                          June Gregory  
   Comfort Meals                                                      Milby Wade                                  
   Community of Hope/Pastoral Care                            Pam Heidt  
                                                                         Pinky Gonzalez 
                                                                       Sarah Shugart 
                                                                              Milby Wade 
   Circle of Prayer                                                 Barbara Patton  
                                                 Yvonne Moor 
   Kitchen Guild, Special Events, Meals & Dinners 
 

  Stewardship Commission :                         
   Audit Committee                                                  Rick Glassett  
                                                                            Jean Albright 
                                                                     Frances Couvillion  
   Finance Committee, Stewardship                     Mike Patton   
 

  Outreach Commission :            Becky Warren & Joey Gill 
   Castaways                                     Roy Allen & Jo Ann Leonard 
   Good Samaritans                                                    Bob Austin  
   Community Table                                                   Al Steffens  
 

  Worship & Liturgy Commission :  Rev. James W. Friedel  

    Altar Guild                                                         Sherri Collins  
    Acolytes/Lay Readers & Lay Eucharistic Visitors 
                                                                   Verger:  Al Steffens 
    Ushers                                                                 Ken McGee  
    Director of Music/Choir                                      Angela Rivera    

 

MINISTRY LEADERS  
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  

The Annual Women's Tea,                            
usually held in December as a        

"Christmas Tea", will instead be held in             
February 2012 as                                               

The Women's "Valentine" Tea.   
This will be a very elegant and enjoyable 

gathering, as it is each year.                
More details will soon be available. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Eve - Saturday, December 24th  
 

 5:00  pm  Special Music-St. Peterõs Chancel Choir       
 

 5:30 pm   Christmas Eve Worship 
                     Holy Eucharist Rite II  

~ 
10:00 pm  Special Music-St. Peterõs Chancel Choir 
 

10:30 pm  Christmas Eve Worship 
                  Holy Eucharist Rite II  

 
 

 
Christmas Day - Sunday, December 25th 

 

10:00 am   Holy Eucharist Rite II 
 

 

Our 2012 Flower Chart is now posted in the 
Parish Hall for anyone who would like to 

contribute to the Altar Flowers for a                  
particular Sunday.  (If more than one person 

signs up for the same day, the cost of  $45 can be shared).  
Please make your check payable to St. Peterõs Episcopal 
Church and specify òAltar Flowersó on the memo line.                                       
These flowers are usually taken to one of our shut-ins                

after Sunday Worship each week.   
Thank you,  

St. Peterõs Episcopal Church Altar Guild 
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Our thanks to all of you for your donations and support to 
Good Samaritans.  The generous amount of non-perishable 
food, the financial help and, of course, the 15 or so                    
volunteers from St. Peterõs will help our Christmas Basket 
Program on December 21st.  The òDay of Givingó on                
November 15th, at which time we receive thousands of            
dollars from the community, will help in 2012 to serve an 
ever-increasing number of needy families.  
 

The Rockport-Fulton area is a community of òhavesó and 
òhave-notsó as evidenced by the families and  children            
living below the poverty level.  God has helped us to have 
Good Samaritans, Castaways, St. Vincent de Paul, Salvation 
Army, Community Action Agency and other organizations 
to help the less fortunate.  As the Christmas season arrives,               
celebrating the birth of Jesus, we may be extra thankful that 
our Savior was sent to us and that we have a community 
that gives to help others. 
 

When our children were 6 and 8 years old they were in the 
Christmas pageant at the Episcopal Church in our town in 
California.  Alison sat on the stage holding Baby Jesus while 
John was one of the shepherds.  After rehearsal Alison was 
unhappy and complained, òJohn gets to walk in with the 
other guys giving gifts to Baby Jesus and all I get to do is 
flee to Egyptó. 
 

We are very blessed.                             ~ Bob Austin  
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                                             OUTREACH  PROGRAMS                    

 

Another December at Castaways - Wow!  The pace really 
picks up, the crowds increase and the work intensifies.  This 
interesting little shop continues to do very well, in service 
to the community and we are grateful that the people of           
St. Peterõs so generously support us with donations of 
goods to sell.  Our pricers and cashiers are so appreciated - 
they are  dedicated and hardworking and so great to work 
with.  Luckily we have several winter Texans now who also 
help our faithful few shop workers with the load on             
Tuesdays and Fridays in the store.  This is a remarkable 
ministry and we invite you to join us.  If you are interested, 
please contact us.  We all wish you Merry Christmas and 
Happy new Year.  

~ Roy Allen and Jo Ann Leonard  
 

 

In Forward Day by Day recently, the author 
observed that a single stone in a beautiful mosaic may 
amount to nothing, but in place with millions of others the 
stone helps convey a message.  As an isolated Christian, we 
may feel insignificant or helpless, but God does not intend 
for us to be isolated.  The reader learns that through              
baptism we are united with other Christians in a panorama 
of wonder, love and praise and just as a stone in a mosaic 
playing the part that only it can play, we too can contribute 
to the whole. 
 

In the three day course of a Cursillo we learn about our       
importance in our community - as baptized Christians we 
do have a part to play in Godõs overall plan.  We strive to 
learn our part through prayer, study and action.  The time 
at Cursillo is one of learning, listening to talks by lay                
people, and clergy in a relaxed and joy-filled atmosphere...  
People with varied backgrounds and different personalities 
come together to learn new ways to serve our God and His 
creation.  If you are interested in attending a Cursillo, the 
next ones scheduled are March 1st at Camp Capers and 
May 5th at nearby Mustang Island Retreat Center.  I would 
be happy to answer any questions you may have about 
Cursillo and encourage you to òCome and seeó.  
                                 
                      ~ Jo Ann Leonard 
 

           
           
   GOOD SAMARITANS  
       DECEMBER 2011 

           Bob Austin  

  

             

                  CASTAWAYS 

            
               CURSILLO 

Blessing of the New Property 
December 3, 2011  
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 MINISTRIES 

 

     From the Director of  
         Music Ministries  

 Congratulations to our incredible Chancel 
Choir.   They have been working so hard on our   music 
this fall.   Each and every Sunday it is an honor for me to 
work with them.   We have so many great soloists.  Many 
of you have asked about one of our newer soloists.  Linda 
Foster is the head Choir  Director at RF Middle School 
and assistant to the High School Choir.    She is able to 
sing improvisational  descants and solos, which is an          
unusual  gift.    She is obviously a highly trained and           
professional singer.   However, this improvisational   sing-
ing is not a skill which is taught in college. It is a style in 
which  singers are  able to compose as they are singing.  It 
is always beautiful and very spirit -filled.   Linda describes 
it as , "I just sing what the holy spirit tells me to sing." 
Thank you Linda, and all the choir members for the  
beautiful music   when  Bishop Lillibridge was here.   We 
are looking forward to providing the music on            
Christmas Eve when you can enjoy many of our  soloists , 
including returning college students.               
                                     ~ Angela Rivera 

       òMake a joyful noise unto the Lord all ye lands.                        
Serve the Lord with gladness; come before his presence 
with singing. ò                                                   Psalm 100:1-2                                                         
  
                  
  
       

  

 May the wonder and joy of this Christmas Season be with 
you now and throughout the New Year!  
 

At our December meeting, our lay chaplains baked and 
sorted and packaged with love, joy and care, treats for those 
whom we keep in our prayers and who canõt be baking and 
sorting this year.  
 

The January meeting will be on Wednesday, January 11 at 
3PM in the Parish Hall.  As we look forward  to seeing each 
other after the holiday, we are also looking forward to a 
new class of lay chaplains.  They will begin their studies on 
January 21st  with  Br. Michael Gallagherõs presentation of 
two modules, Benedictine Spirituality and Christian Prayer,             
Meditation and Silence.  Many of our present lay chaplains 
will be attending the teaching lectures (in addition to the 
new class) which will occur on Saturday mornings in            
January, February and March.  We will be planning for 
these events during our meeting on January 11. 
 

Please keep in prayer many of our parishioners who are 
dealing with difficult health issues this December.  
 

            ~ Pam Heidt 
  

 
 
 
  
 
           The  

         Community of Hope International  
                           òA School for Godõs ServiceéRSBó 

 

GLUTEN -FREE COMMUNION WAFERS 
ARE NOW AVAILABLE FOR THOSE WHO 
WOULD PREFER TO RECEIVE THEM AT 

COMMUNION.  IF YOU ARE INTERESTED, 
PLEASE NOTIFY FR. JIM FRIEDEL OR THE 

PARISH OFFICE. 

COASTAL BEND TROOP SUPPORT, INC. 
òSending Care Packages to our American Heroesó 

 

CBTS expresses their                        
appreciation of the                    

generous donations of               
Christmas packages and                

cash of $595 from the                         
parishioners of                                       

St. Peterõs Episcopal Church. 

 

108th Annual Diocesan Council 
February 16-18  

McAllen Convention Center  

                                                                       
Council will be held February 16 -18, 2012, at the 

McAllen Convention Center.  Please visit the               
Diocesan website, council-dwtx.org ,                                 

for a wealth of information.  

http://council-dwtx.org/
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I want to especially thank all those who helped me 
with the history project.  June Gregory, Diana 
Severino-Saxon, and Barbara Patton gave many hours 
to choosing the photos in the Power Point.  Without 
the help of Wendy Laubach and J.D. Debler there 
wouldnõt have been a Power Point. As I mentioned 
before, Judy Nibbelink gave me much of what I used 
and Jim Reed crafted our exhibit boards.  Our church 
secretary, Diana Sebastian, gave me aid and comfort. 
Sarah Dana, at the Episcopal Seminary of the            
Southwest, was a tremendous help to me in my           
research.  The Vestry and Father Jim were wonderful 
in giving me their support.   Jim Blake, Woody 
Woodard, Michael Cardill, Barbara Patton and others 
photographed the consecration of the new property 
on Saturday and our celebration on Sunday so weõll 
have lots of memories in the years to come. 
 

The history project is not finished by any means.               
I am very open to suggestions, corrections and              
additions.  This is the first step of many.  With Godõs 
help the Narthex in the new church will have a             
history of the church.  In my mind, the completed 
version will look more like a museum exhibit than 
the current bare bones you see in the parish hall           
today.  To that end Iõd like to propose a history           
committee.  Anyone interest in getting together to 
delve into our rich history and make plans for a               
permanent exhibit can give me a call (361) 790-5398 
or email:  kay.scott66@yahoo.com 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      

 PARISH CARE & FELLOWSHIP 
      Beth Garner, Kay Scott & Dan Pugh 
 

The Committee wishes to thank all  
those who helped us with Consecration 

Sunday lunch.  Marcos Catering served a terrific menu 
of shrimp and pork roast with bread, cheesecake and 
grilled vegetables.  The Parish Hall was beautiful 
thanks to decorations provided by Jane Ross.                      
J.D. Debler, Mike Patton, and Steve Vincent provided 
the muscle to set up and take down the Parish Hall and 
outside seating.  June Gregory and Barbara Patton 
helped with setup and cleanup help, too.  The Farmers, 
the Pattons, and Jean Van Eenenaam pitched in to clean 
up and restore the Parish Hall to its original configura-
tion.  Dan Pugh took the linens home to wash in prepa-
ration for the Thanksgiving Dinner after the 10:00am 
service on Thanksgiving Day.   
We are grateful to everyone for coming out to share in 
the fellowship.  

~ 
The Committee wishes to thank all those who helped 
us with the 140th Anniversary Celebration.  The parish 
hall was beautiful due to the talents of Jane Ross (and 
her decorations), Sally Summers, Milby Wade, Pinky 
Gonzalez, and June Gregory.  We especially thank all 
the ladies who brought in churches to put on the tables.  
Pam Heidt lent considerable artistic talent that graced 
every sign, table, and the cake.   J.D. Debler, Mike             
Patton, and Fr. Jim provided the muscle to set up and 
take down the Parish Hall and outside seating.  The 
Farmers, the Pattons, Becky Warren, June Gregory, 
Cody Debler, Jim Blake, and Dan Pugh pitched in to 
clean up and restore the Parish Hall to its original          
configuration.  Many thanks to Al Steffens and Karen 
Sanders for their fundraising projects.  Jane Ross            
contributed hors dõoeuvres for the wine and cheese  
reception.  If we have neglected to mention someone, 
please forgive us.  We were overwhelmed with the love 
and support we received.  We are also grateful to               
everyone for coming out to share in the fellowship.  

 

PARISH CARE & FELLOWSHIP 
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AMONG OUR OWN  

Barbara Patton 

 
    Community of Hope  
             Prayer List 

We ask that you keep the following persons in your prayers:   
Carol Allen, Landon Alexander, Walter Bringle, Jane Butt, 
Nadia Clark, Audre Debler, Joe Dickson, Corina Domaschk, 
Pinky Gonzalez,  Jean Herring,  John Hill,  Dorothy Hooker, 
Wendy Laubach,  Joan Lee,   Carole Ann McKitrick, Judy           
Nibbelink, Anna Nix,  Al Steffens, Audrey Steffens, Sally 
Summers, Tom Thomas and The Rev. Jim Friedel. 
 

To pray with the Prayer Circle or to request prayer for          
yourself or your  family , call or email Barbara Patton at             
790-7775 or  barpatton@gmail.com 
(Please note email address change) 

       JANUARY       

Our thoughts and prayers for Kay Hunter and 
her family at this time of sadness following the 

passing of her mother, Eula Marquis,                           
on November 26, 2011. 

 
We offer prayers and condolences to the family 
of Grace Cochran.  Her daughter, Meeta Moore, 

told us of her motherõs recent passing                          
in San Antonio.   

òShe had a wonderful life and lived to be 90.ó   

Becky & Steven Plummer 1 

Jacqueline & Jeffrey Carlson 8 

Patricia & Ivan Olenick  13 

Karol & Skip Langley  22 

Barbara & Mike Patton 30 

  

  

                               

  

  

  

  

   JAN 

  Jack McBrayer 1     Ken McGee 23 

  Cecile Nelson 3     Mary Frazier  24 

  Brent Gregory 4     Fr. James Friedel 25 

  Ted Whitlock  7     Bret Westlake 25 

  Bill Tilden  11     Pete Weakly 26 

  David Herring  18     Amber Nicole Gregory  26 

  Elizabeth Kepp 18     Mike Patton  27 

  Barbara Patton 19     Betty Smith 28 

  Lynn Lee 20     Harry Johns 28 

  Audre Debler  20     Janey Weakly 28 

  Judith Rendall  23     Benjamin Friebele 28 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Special thanks to Joan Lee and Jim Reed for 
the beautiful òAdvent Altar Hangingsó.   

Your artistry is such a blessing. 

mailto:kay.scott66@yahoo.com
mailto:barpatton@gmail.com

