
   

 

        
 
 

  
 
 

 preparation for the future of this parish and those who 
come after us, is an important part of our stewardship.       
Together, we will pray and breathe through the questions 
of how, where, and when. At this point it is simply enough 
to imagine, òWhat ifé?ó.  
 

I want to thank our incredible parish staff for their care 
and dedication in facilitating our variety of ministries. 
Diana, Angela, and Viola are a joy to work with and            
express joy in their work each week through their various 
responsibilities. I would be remiss in not expressing my 
thanks to Judy Nibbelink for her  tireless and dedicated 
work in the parish office with the host of other caring         
volunteers. I am grateful to the entire vestry for their vital 
leadership in empowering, guiding, and supporting the 
life of this parish. I am especially grateful to the outgoing 
members, Frances Reed, Butch Adams, and Mike Patton. 
They have blessed the parish with their service and will  
no doubt continue to bless us in other ways. In addition,  
as many of you know, Audre Debler resigned as our           
parish treasurer at the end of 2010. Her care for the               
financial reporting and documentation has been superb. I 
arrived here to find the financial system in as good a shape 
as I have seen in a parish. I know just how many behind 
the scenes hours she has given to this work and I am so 
grateful to Audre for her years in guiding these efforts. 
Thankfully, Mike Patton has offered to serve as Treasurer 
beginning this year. This is a position he has held before 
and he is very aware of some of the enhancements we are 
currently implementing. We are so fortunate to have his 
expertise as we make this transition. . 
 

Finally, Christy and I want to express our sincere apprecia-
tion to St. Peterõs for another exciting and fulfilling year of 
shared ministry. We feel so blessed to serve God in the 
company of such fine and faithful people. We look for-
ward to the coming year and all the joys and possibilities 
that await us in our life together.  
 

Enjoy looking through this compilation and thanks to all of 
you for your care and commitment to God through                 
St. Peterõs Episcopal Church. 
 

Faithfully,  
Fr. Jim Friedel  
 

 
 

 

 
 

It is my privilege to welcome you to this combined        
publication of St. Peterõs Annual Report and February 
newsletter. I pray your walk through these pages will 
help you recall and celebrate the life and ministries of 
this parish. Recently, I looked through my 2010 weekly 
planner, every little notation, every meeting and gather-
ing reminded me of the story of our shared ministry. It is 
meaningful and satisfying to recall the dynamic activity 
expressed in our love and care for God and for those we 
are called to serve.  
 

Our intention here is to share the stories of life together 
from the perspective of those who have guided and         
participated in these various ministries. Each one of us 
brings a unique gift and participates in a different way, 
but every offering of prayer or presence is essential in 
our becoming a stronger community of faith. We have 
attempted to include as many pictures as possible to 
help us remember the people and settings that have 
brought vitality and joy to these expressions of our faith. 
Every ministry reflection tells a story of people uniting 
with one another to serve God and the broader commu-
nity through this parish.  
 

You will also notice in these pages some new considera-
tions as we look to the coming year and beyond. No 
doubt, your attention will be drawn to the preliminary 
design of new church space for our worship and minis-
try. These renderings are the culmination of the work 
your Building Planning Committee was charged to bring 
to the parish following the initial discussions some years 
ago. I hope you enjoy taking a look at the designs and 
imagining how such a facility might enhance the present 
ministries and provide new possibilities for the future. 
Please join me in thanking Larry Heidt and the entire 
Building Planning Committee for their care, creativity, 
thoughtfulness, and persistence in bringing us to this 
point in the considerations of a new facility. At the top of 
this page, youõll see a photograph of the model for this 
design. That model was built to scale by our own Jim 
Reed, as a part of this committeeõs work.  Like I said, 
there are a variety of gifts in this parish. For the                  
foreseeable future, St. Peterõs will continue to worship 
and serve right where we are. Still, our thoughtful   
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SR. WARDEN & VESTRY REPORT 
 

The Vestry began its new year with a retreat to the Diocesan 
Council Center on Mustang Island.  The new members of 
the Vestry for 2010 were Kay Scott, Beth Garner, and Joey 
Gill.  The retreat gave us all time to pray and meditate, get 
to know each other better, and get organized as a group.  
We were able to select chairs for the various ministries,         
review our goals set last year, assess our progress or lack 
thereof on those goals, and set and prioritize goals for 2010. 
 
Although the Vestry is the leadership body of our church, 
and Vestry members chair the various ministries in which 
St. Peters is involved, it really is a parish-wide effort          
involving many of our parishioners who selflessly give 
countless hours of their time throughout the year in those 
ministries.  Without that help, our outreach programs 
would not have near the success that they enjoy.  Those        
parishioners who give their time and talents to programs 
such as The Castaways, Good Samaritans, and the                 
Community of Hope are to be applauded.  
 
Also, I want to thank all those who volunteer in the many 
roles that have to be filled to allow our church services to be 
conducted.  Lay readers, acolytes, ushers, greeters, altar 
guild members, and fellowship providers all perform             
important duties each service and I want to thank each of 
you for your loyal service.  A special thanks to our choir, 
whose beautiful music fill our hearts with joy every Sunday.   
 
I want to acknowledge our three outgoing Vestry members, 
Frances Reed, Mike Patton and Butch Adams.  They are 
very special individuals whose love for St. Peterõs is evident 
in how they performed their duties on the Vestry.  Their 
love of God is evident in how they conduct their personal 
lives.  I am so grateful to have had you as role models on the 
Vestry. 
 
In closing, Father Jim Friedel has led his flock through            
another year at St. Peterõs.  His guidance, counseling, and 
spiritual leadership are second to none, in my opinion.  We 
are so blessed to have him and Christy here in our parish. I 
look forward to this new year in the life of our church.  
 
                         Many blessings, 
                             John òJDó Debler 
              Senior Warden. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

TREASURERõS REPORT 
ANNUAL MEETING  
JANUARY 23, 2011 

 

St. Peterõs Episcopal Church ended the year with total 

cash position of $340,024, of which $222,638 is                       

unrestricted cash and investments and $117,386 is cash 

and short term  investments restricted for use as follows: 

Building Fund   $101,631 

Memorial Fund   $    7,582 

RDF Fund   $    6,288 

Columbarium Fund   $    1,885 

    

The sale of the Henderson Street property to  

Aransas County was completed on December 30, 2010 

and St. Peterõs will receive $446,773 from the Diocese to 

be invested in the Building Fund.  The cash and invest-

ments of the Building Fund as shown above do not reflect 

this additional funding.  

 

For the year ended December 31, 2010,                       

unrestricted revenues for St. Peterõs of $329,449 exceeded 

unrestricted expenses of $287,715 by $41,734.     
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INCOME   

TREASURERõS REPORT (contõd from page 2) 

 

A summary of the 2011 budget as adopted by the 

Vestry at its meeting on December 14, 2010 follows this 

report.  Revenues in the 2011 budget have increased 6.2% 

over the prior yearõs budget and expenses have increased 

6.9% over last yearõs budget.  A detailed copy of the 2011 

budget and year-end financials are posted on the bulletin 

board in the Parish Hall.  Personal copies may be                    

obtained by contacting the Church Office. 

 

I would like to thank òCountessó Karen and 

òCountó George Sanders for their faithful ministry of 

counting and depositing the offerings each week.                       

In addition, I would like to thank Diana Sebastian for her 

capable accounting of the church funds.   

 

                                          Respectfully submitted, 

                                          Audre Debler  

                                          Treasurer 

 

 

St Peter's Episcopal Church 

PROFIT & LOSS BUDGET OVERVIEW 
January through December, 2011 

  
   
 
EXPENSES 

 
 

NET INCOME (LOSS)                    $     416 
                                                                   =======    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

$ 176,453 54.41% 

10,270 3.17% 

16,550 5.10% 

1,175 0.36% 

24,080 7.42% 

10,075 3.11% 

37,455 11.55% 

42,646 13.15% 

2,100 0.65% 

3,500 1.08% 

  

$324,304  

  

      Staff 

      Music & Worship 

      Spiritual Formation 

      Communication 

      Office & Administration 

      Finance/Insurance 

      Facilities 

      Outreach 

      Vestry 

      Stewardship 

 

TOTAL EXPENSES 

      Plate $6,840 2.11% 

      Pledges 201,320 62.00% 

     Identified Contributors 58,900 18.14% 

      Women of the Church 4,240 1.30% 

      Castaways Income 48,000 14.78% 

      Other Donations 2,500 0.77% 

      Special Gifts 550 0.17% 

      Choir Talent show 1,620 0.50% 

      Interest on Unrestricted Accts 750 0.23% 

   

            TOTAL INCOME  $324,720  
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION                           
COMMISSION 

 
Brotherhood of St. Andrew Report  
 
The brotherhood of St. Andrew is a ministry to men and 
youth.  We operate on three principles:       
    
       PRAYER, STUDY AND SERVICE.   
 
We pray daily for the spread of Christõs Kingdom,  we 
study the Holy Scriptures on a regular basis and we serve 
our communities in any way necessary.  We are always 
looking for a few good men.  Please contact us. 
                                                 
                                                                Respectfully submitted,  
                                               Al Steffens 

 

 
Cursillo Report  
 
Last year another parishioner renewed a commitment to 
Christ by attending a Cursillo at Mustang Island and we 
know of others who would like to attend this year.  This 
spiritual retreat strengthens us for our service as the  
hands of Christ and is a source of joy that never leaves us.  
Anyone who has attended a Cursillo would be happy to 
answer any questions you might have about attending. 
 
                                                                        Jo Ann Leonard 
 

Adult Studies  
 
Christian formation and nurture is important at every age. 
St. Peterõs offers opportunities for adult study on Sunday 
mornings and at other times through the liturgical seasons 
of the year. In all of these gatherings we are thinking about 
God, with regard to scripture, our daily living, our              
relationships, and our own spirituality. All are invited to 
participate, regardless of their experience in thinking 
about God or the study of the Bible. Our intent is to offer 
caring and comfortable settings to consider questions and 
insights about God and our response to these revelations. 
During the past year, our  offerings have included:  

 

A study of Paulõs Letter to the Romans on Sunday 
mornings (January through May)  
Consideration of end of life issues, Speaking of 
Last Things (Three sessions in September) 
A review of Reggie McNealõs presentation                  
regarding The Emerging Church (Oct ð Dec)  
 

Our Lenten Soup Suppers on Thursday evenings 
included a book study of òThe Noticeró. 
Advent  Soup Suppers included meditations on 
the season and variety of expressions of evening 
worship.  

 

BUILDING, GROUNDS &                     
EQUIPMENT COMMISSION  

 
 During 2010, there were repairs to both the main 
Church building and Carter house.  In Carter house,  
rotten floor joists were replaced and new vinyl flooring 
was placed in the kitchen and on the south entrance 
floor.  Later in the year, major tree trimming and tree 
removal was done behind Carter house and behind the 
Church office.  This trimming was greatly needed as 
branches were on the roof of both Carter house and J Jõs 
restaurant.  This was accomplished before there was 
damage to either building.  
 
 Inside of the Church, the peeling paint on the 
walls of the choir area were cleaned and painted.  On the 
outside, wood repair and painting was done, helping to 
keep further damage in the stained glass window areas.   
With prayers, we did not have to worry too much about 
a hurricane.   Crushed limestone was placed in the   
parking lot where there had been a problem with           
standing rainwater.  The most obvious repair was the 
refinishing of the front doors.  Thanks is given to the 
parishioners and vestry members who suggested the 
right painters and refinishers for all of these jobs.  Also, 
the rusty outside light fixtures on the parish hall were 
replaced.   The vestry is very grateful to each one of you 
who donated your time and funds during this past year 
for the upkeep of  this Church.   
 
 As always, a special thank you to the faithful 
Steve and Barbara Long, along with all of the other 
grounds volunteers who care for the yard and shrub-
bery.  One might see one of the òground crewó at all 
times of the day, watering and trimming, keeping the 
grounds neat.  During the past two years, we have had        
a drought, and then too much rain at one time, but the 
grounds always look nice and neat.  
 
 In closing, may St. Petersõ always be                                    
 a welcoming place for all to come to                          
 worship and give thanks.  
 
                                                         Respectfully submitted,  
                                                         June Gregory 
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Easter 
 
An Easter egg hunt for all children was held on the church 
grounds.  Teenagers participated by hiding the eggs and 
supervising those under age 5. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vacation Bible School 
 
     òHigh Seas Expeditionó was the theme of VBS  held 
June 16-20 from 9:00-11:45.  Seventy-six plus members 
and/or friends of St. Peterõs participated in VBS by moving 
furniture, teaching, bringing food, registering kids, or            
doing whatever they were asked to do. Our young people 
made an outstanding gift with musical participation.  
 
                               Respectfully submitted,  
                                              Frances Reed 
                               Christian Education Director  

 
 

 

 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 CHRISTIAN EDUCATION                           
COMMISSION  (contõd from page 4) 

 

Youth Ministry - Cookies & Compline  
 

This is a ministry to the young people of the community.  
We meet in a non-threatening situation and talk about 
subjects the young people bring to the group.  We are 
currently working on a mission trip in the summer of 
2011.  Father Jim and I are really privileged to be part of 
this group.  As our name implies, we eat and share a meal 
and we talk and we end with compline.  Currently, we 
are enjoying a book study of òThe Noticeró by                      
Andy Andrews.  
 

Daughters of the King (DOK)  
 

President Frances Reed reports that the DOK  continues 
to be a functioning part of St. Peterõs during the year 2010.  
They sponsored Christmas stockings for the troops in  
November.  St. Peterõs congregation responded by filling 
52 stockings and contributing over $700 towards postage.  
The DOK members also bought, decorated, and delivered 
small Christmas trees to twelve persons, including our 
secretary Diana as well as St. Peterõs shut-ins, and a few 
other people in the nursing homes.   Stockings with              
cookies were also part of our gift to many of the shut -ins.  
The Daughters of the King sent Birthday and Anniversary 
cards to the participants of the St. Peterõs congregation.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
First Sunday Godly Play  
 

First Sunday Godly Play continues to be offered to              
children ages 5-12. Participation was scant during the 
past year and we are looking at some other  alternatives 
that might work better in 2011.  
 

First & Third Sunday Youth Gatherings  
 
With the apt leadership of Al Steffens and our priest, first 
and third Sunday youth gatherings for teenagers and any 
invited friends began and grew strong, with time allotted 
for Bible study, introspection, fun, fellowship and food.  
 
 Al Steffens and Father Jim continue the Young People 
plus Friends on the first and third Sundays.  Meetings 
have a balance of fellowship, study, worship and                 
outreach, with an average attendance of five or more. 

òFLOWERING OF THE CROSSó 
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COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION  
 

     The St. Peterõs website continues to be maintained and 
updated under the guidance of Woody Woodard.  Take a 
look at itéyou might see photos of yourself taken at one 
of our church functions.  
 
Diana Sebastian and Judy Nibbelink are the forces behind 
the proofing, editing, and publishing of The Rock.  We 
thank them and Woody for their  time and efforts this 
year. 
 
In addition to spring and fall St. Peterõs newspaper ads in 
the Visitorõs Guide, we ran the same ad in one of our local 
school publications. 
 
We have had discussions about a Facebook page for                  
St. Peterõs as a possibility for 2011. 
 
And, we thank all those who have provided digital              
photos of our various church events during the year.  
             
                     Submitted by Butch Adams  

 

òThe Rockó Report 
 
òThe Rockó, St. Peterõs newsletter, is published and 
mailed to our church members, providing a great  
method of communication and enjoyment.  Thank you           
to the many members of the parish who submit their          
articles, photographs and information every month either 
in person or by email.  The deadline for  submission of 
articles is the 15th of each month.  Then I put it all                   
together and submit it to Fr. Jim and Judy Nibbelink for 
proof reading and suggestions.   
 
After printing, we have several wonderful volunteers, 
including Carolyn Behee, Kay Dickson, Mary Michie, 
Judy Nibbelink, Dan Pugh and  Woody Woodard, who 
graciously give of their time to prepare the finished  
product for mailing.  òThe Rockó is also available on            
our website. 
 
Your photos, articles and suggestions for making this 
publication more interesting and effective are always   
welcome.  Please email me at stpeterbythesea@att.net,          
or stop by the Parish Office to visit with me.  
 
                                                      Respectfully submitted,  
                                                      Diana Sebastian 

 
 

               

 

History Report  
 
Our written history of St. Peterõs ends with the arrival                       
of Father Reese.  I would be happy to work with anyone          
interested in writing the story of what has happened since 
then.   Please let me know if you would like to add to our 
written history of St. Peterõs Episcopal Church.  Thank you. 
 
We have copies of the history in the parish hall for anyone 
who wishes one. 
 
                                                     Respectfully submitted,  
             Judy Nibbelink                                  
                            Church Historian  

 
 

Christmas Packages for the Troops on their way 
to Coastal Bend Troop Support                             

for shipping in time for Christmas.  

More than $1600 was donated during           
Fr. Jimõs MDA òLock-Upó on October 14, 

and of course lunch at                                  
Macõs BBQ was truly enjoyed! 
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PLANNING & ANALYSIS                                                                                         
COMMISSION 

 
     The Henderson street property was sold to Aransas 
County on December 29, 2010.  The County intends to     
incorporate this property into their storm water and         
water quality control planning  and, also, according to   
The Rockport Pilot,  a habitat. 
 
     The Church originally purchased this property in 2003 
for $273,687.  The property was sold for our full asking 
price of $450,000.  After closing costs, the Church should 
net approximately $445,000.  The proceeds for the sale  will 
be deposited to our Building Fund which will total               
approximately $547,000 at year end December 31, 2010. 
 
     During the fall of 2010, the Church offered a three         
Sunday program entitled òSpeaking of Last Thingsó.  The 
program dealt with end of life planning issues.  A special 
thanks to all the speakers who participated.  Hopefully, 
this is a program which can be revisited in the future.  
 
     The year 2010 was the third year that St. Peterõs Church 
used the òConsecration Sundayó format for its stewardship 
program.  In each of the years, the estimate of giving, the 
number of giving units, and the giving per unit has                
increased.  Estimate of giving for 2011 totaled $220,000, 
which is an increase of 10% over 2010. 
 
                                                            Respectfully submitted,  

                                                             Michael Patton 

 

      
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

EVANGELISM COMMISSION  
 

The purpose of the Evangelism Commission is to reach out 
to the unchurched and make efforts to attract new families 
to St. Peterõs.  Our Chancel choir has been most successful 
bringing in High School students to join the choir and           
participate in church activities.  Their families often attend 
to hear them sing.  Both our Youth Group and Vacation  
Bible School welcome children and youth who are 
unchurched or members of other denominations to            
participate in their programs.  The Greeters each Sunday 
welcome parish members, newcomers, and visitors by             
distributing name tags and answering questions.  

 
We had our first òDinners for Eightó in April.  òDinners           
for Eightó are casual gatherings of eight (more or less) 
members of our church family.  These are potluck dinners 
in a host home to meet, greet, and eat.  It is a fun way to get 
to know fellow St. Peterõs members.  It was a great success 
and another one is planned in the Spring. 

 
We are in the process of printing a new brochure that will 
be distributed throughout the community.  It will be               
available Sunday mornings for new families and visitors.   

 
We are discussing how to better follow up with lapsed 
members and how to attract new families to St. Peterõs. 

 
                                  Respectfully submitted,  
                                                             Becky Warren 

Such an exciting mix of voices 

and talent in our                      

Chancel Choir 

òDINNERS FOR 

EIGHTó 
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 BUILDING PLANNING COMMITTEE 
FINAL REPORT TO VESTRY   

  
 
OCTOBER 19, 2010                                                                                                    
                                                                    
In 2006 St. Peterõs Vestry mandated a Building Planning 
Committee under the Planning and Analysis                       
Commission. The mandate was to develop a preliminary 
design for a new church building to be built on some 
Henderson St. property previously purchased. An          
architectural firm, CLK Architects, was hired and a series 
of parish òtown halló meetings were held to get every-
oneõs ideas. Out of these meetings and a written parish 
wide survey came a consensus of our future needs. CLK 
also advised that the Henderson St. property was far from 
an optimum site for our needs. The decision was made to 
sell the Henderson St. property and seek a more suitable 
site. Details of this discussion are still posted on the          
parish hall bulletin board. Mike Patton has reported in 
the Rock earlier this year on the progress of the sale           
expected this fall. 
 

The Building Planning Committee was inactive during 
the time we searched for a new priest and the transition 
was complete.  In 2009 the committee received a new  
Vestry mandate to work with CLK and develop a 
òConceptual Design Packageó for a new church building. 
This package would be the basis for our long range          
planning for a new church building. The package was to 
include the criteria for selecting a new building site, both 
plan and elevation drawings, a cost estimate and 3D        
renderings showing what the building would look like. 
The attachments to this report provide this information.  
  
This has been a slow and sometimes tedious process. 
Moving slowly and deliberately has allowed the           
committee to design a new building that will insure full 
support, continuation and expansion of all of the spiritual 
and  mission activities that are the core of St. Peterõs.  
 

Anne Dobbins, Margaret Goolsbee, Joey Gill, David          
Herring, Mike Patton, J.D. Debler, Don Hanks, Jim Reed, 
Jim Friedel, and Larry Heidt were serving on this com-
mittee at the completion of our mandate. Many others 
have served on the committee and contributed in many 
different ways to this effort since 2006. It has been a  
privilege to serve on this project and I would like to thank 
everyone who contributed their ideas, thoughts, dreams, 
time and efforts to this process. I hope you will be as 
pleased with the results as the committee is. 
                                                                  
                                                                Respectfully, 
                                                                Larry Heidt,  
                                                                Committee Chairman  
 

 


