
   

 

        
 
 

  
 

 
In the pages that follow, you will see photos and read 
more about the activities of our ministry programs          
in 2011. You will remember the story of how we were 
able to sell one parcel of land and purchase another 
more suitable for our future opportunities. You will 
recall saying good bye to longtime members whose 
contribution to this parish can never be forgotten. 
You will be reminded of the many meals we shared 
together celebrating life and ministry. You will             
remember people of faith choosing to be together for 
worship, fellowship, reaching out, and to learn more 
about God. You will remember people sharing their 
gifts and their passion for service to God. Hopefully, 
you will be reminded that in our busyness we              
experienced joy, prayer, nurture, gratitude, service, 
and love.   
 
In all that we are and all that we do, our intention to 
honor and give thanks to God is what inspires me 
most. Our intention to celebrate the history of this 
congregation through some 140 years of ministry and 
to prepare for ministry opportunities in future             
generations is a commitment to our faith and to the 
community we serve. It is a privilege to participate 
with all of you in our life together as a parish and as 
the Body of Christ. 
 
Enjoy remembering,  
Jim Friedel    
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

In the quiet early morning I am challenged to              
reflect on the year that is now passed and to              
consider and prepare for what comes next.  There is 
some necessity in this exercise since St. Peterõs              
Annual Meeting is fast approaching and I typically 
attempt to write about such things.  I am confident 
I am not the only one in the parish remembering 
the last twelve months and considering the future. 
Ideally, if we could draw our collective memories 
together and listen to the stories that stirred our 
hearts, moved us to action, and reminded us of           
essential things; we would see more clearly the             
significance of our life together.  This is not            
something easily accomplished, so I would simply 
invite you to take time for such reflection.  
 
February 1st marks the fourth anniversary of my 
call to serve with St. Peterõs as rector.  Christy and I 
continue to feel the blessing of our shared ministry 
in this part of the world.  Your leadership,                 
commitment, and dedication inspire us, even as we 
seek to be an inspiration. At our best, ministry is 
part of our being, and I have the privilege each day 
to witness our membership living out their                
ministry.   Mentoring, teaching, offering assistance 
to those in need, preparing inventory for the shop, 
serving an evening meal to the broader community, 
caring for the grounds around the church and                
in the community, enriching our worship with 
reading, symbols and music, being present with 
those who are lonely, ill, or recovering; these are 
only a few of the expressions in which our               
members choose to participate.  Each one makes a 
difference for all of us living in this community.  
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SR. WARDEN & VESTRY REPORT 
 

 At the Annual Meeting in January, 2011, Jim 
Blake, Pinky Gonzalez and Dan Pugh were elected to 
serve on the Vestry.  Later in February, Father Jim 
Friedel along with all of the Vestry members traveled 
to the Diocesan Council Center on Mustang Island for 
the annual Vestry retreat.  At this time all of us became 
personally acquainted with one another and were         
instructed of the duties required of Vestry members.  
Chairmen of the various ministries were selected and  
a discussion was held on previous goals of the Vestry.  
The Vestry discussed the upcoming Church year and 
all that would take place in 2011.  Along with active 
discussion on upcoming events, the Vestry enjoyed the 
hospitality and excellent food prepared by the Center 
staff.  Mike Patton visited with the Vestry to present a 
new proposal for study.  A parcel of land close to our 
present location was presented as being available for 
purchase if the Vestry was interested.  The Vestry 
voted to pursue further investigation of this property 
to see if it would meet the needs of this Church in 
years to come.  Later in the year the land was                 
purchased and was blessed by Bishop Gary Lillibridge 
during his visit in December.  

 
Early this year, Audre Debler resigned as  

treasurer for the Church and Mike Patton graciously 
accepted the open position of treasurer for St. Peters.  
We are privileged to have both of these dedicated 
members give of their many talents and time.  

 
On December 4, 2011, The Rt. Reverend             

Gary Lillibridge was Celebrant for Holy Baptism,  
Confirmation, Reaffirmation and the Celebration of the 
140th Anniversary of Saint Peters Church in Rockport. 
This was a joyous Celebration for everyone. 

 
We wish to thank each and every one of you 

for all of your time and efforts for the ministries of this 
Church.  You represent true Christians as you work for 
the betterment of this community and for this Church.  
Some of the ministries our parishioners and visitors 
are involved in are Castaways,  Good Samaritans, 
Community of Hope, Community Table, along with 
special events as Fishinõ for Mission,  and the 140th  
Anniversary Celebration.  

 
 
 

 

 
The Vestry thanks each of you who have  

active roles in Church services.  These roles include 
lay readers, acolytes, Altar Guild members and their 
directress, Sherri Collins, Choir members and their 
director, Angela Rivera, greeters, ushers, grounds 
volunteers and all others of you who help in many 
unseen ways. Also, we appreciate the office              
secretary, Diana Sebastian, for her dedication and 
hard work in the office.  We are privileged to have 
her at St. Peters.   Please know that each one of you 
is greatly appreciated.   

 
This year the three outgoing members of the 

Vestry are J. D. Debler, Becky Warren and I.  To the 
Vestry, it has been a pleasure to serve with each of 
you this year.  This Vestryõs dedication to their roles 
and love of God are evident to all.  Thank you for 
allowing me to serve and work with you.  

 
We at St. Peters are blessed to have Father 

Jim Friedel as our priest.  We cannot say enough of 
his tireless love and devotion to God and this 
Church.   Father Jim and his lovely wife Christy are 
wonderful additions to the life of this Church.               
We are very fortunate that they chose to come to 
Rockport. 

 
May each of you and your families have              

a very blessed year.   
   

Respectfully submitted,  
 

June Gregory 
Senior Warden   
 

Holy Baptism,  Confirmation, Reaffirmation                            
December 4, 2011 
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TREASURERõS REPORT 
ANNUAL MEETING  
JANUARY 22, 2012 

 

 Shown below is a comparison of the 2011 actual operating results for St. Peterõs Episcopal Church to 
the projected budget for 2012.  These results do not include the results for building,  memorial, columbarium 
or RDF accounts. 
 

INCOME    2011 Actual   2012 Budget 
 

   Plate    $         8,552   $       8,000  
   Pledges                      215,666                                 210,572  
   Identified Contributors                 58,872                       76,928 
   Castaways            70,159           48,000  
   Other Donations                179        - 
   Interest       659                                             500 
  

            TOTAL INCOME               354,087                                      344,000 
 
EXPENSES 
 

   Staff           175,141                                      181,151 
   Music and Worship                         7,023                                        12,350 
   Spiritual Formation                         6,506                                          8,850 
   Communication                         2,461            3,250 
   Office & Administration              20,020          21,864 
   Finance/Insurance                         7,070                        8,125 
   Facilities           16,542          36,335 
   Outreach           42,059                      46,876 
   Vestry                         1,665                                    2,500 
   Stewardship                         5,180                   5,000 
 
      TOTAL EXPENSES                283,667                                        326,300 
 
 
NET INCOME                         $      70,420                               $         17,700    
     
        St. Peterõs ended 2011 with cash and investment balances totaling $307,285.  The building fund,                     
memorial fund, columbarium and RDF ended the year with cash and investment balances of $153,248, $7,28l, 
$3,296, and $5,620 respectively. 
 

       St. Peterõs completed purchase of a 10 acre tract during 2011.  This property will hopefully be the future 
home of our Church.  The property was acquired for $395,000.  The $450,000 sale of the Henderson street tract 
allowed us to fully fund the new purchase.  
 

     St. Peterõs used the New Consecration Sunday program for our 2012 stewardship program.  There were 80 
estimate of giving cards turned in which totaled $210,572.  This compares to the 2011 program which resulted 
in 85 cards totaling $213,665.  Although the total estimated giving for 2012 was slightly lower, almost half our 
members increased their giving from the prior year.  
 

     As a Church we entered into 2012 in a very strong financial position.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Mike Patton   
Treasurer 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION                           
FORMATION COMMISSION  

 
Brotherhood of St. Andrew Report  
 

The brotherhood of St. Andrew is a ministry                    
to men and youth.  We operate on three principles:       
    
       PRAYER, STUDY AND SERVICE.   
 
We pray daily for the spread of Christõs Kingdom,  
we study the Holy Scriptures on a regular basis and 
we serve our communities in any way necessary.   
We are always looking for a few good men.  Please 
contact us. 
                                                 

                                               Respectfully submitted,  
                                               Al Steffens 

 
Adult Studies  
 

Christian formation and nurture is important at 
every age. St. Peterõs offers opportunities for adult 
study on Sunday mornings and at other times 
through the liturgical seasons of the year. In all of 
these gatherings we are thinking about God,                   
with regard to scripture, our daily living, our                
relationships, and our own spirituality. All are             
invited to  participate, regardless of their experience 
in thinking about God or the study of the Bible. Our 
intent is to offer caring and comfortable settings to 
consider questions and insights about God and our 
response to these revelations.  
 

Leading into 2011, we continued a review of            
Reggie McNealõs presentation regarding The          
Emerging Church, and our discussion of Paulõs Letter 
to the Romans. 
  
Our Lenten Meditation included a book study of    
 òWHAT DO OUR NEIGHBORS BELIEVE?ó 

       Questions and Answers on Judaism,  
       Christianity, and Islam  

 
In the fall of 2011, our study engaged Paulõs Letter to 
the Ephesians, in conjunction with the 2011 diocesan 
theme, òA Sower Went Out to Sowó. 
 

Thursday evenings during Advent, we shared light 
suppers and humorous reflections on communities  
in change - with our òvideo guestó Mrs. Barrington.  
Evenings concluded with worship using the liturgy, 
Compline.  

 

BUILDING, GROUNDS &                     
EQUIPMENT COMMISSION  

 
Other than burned out light bulbs and other             
miscellaneous routine maintenance, the physical 
facilities at St. Peterõs have remained in fairly good 
working order in 2011.  No major expenditures had 
to be made this past year.  Our buildings are old 
and certainly will require more costly care as the 
years pass.  That said, I feel we have adequately 
budgeted for the possibility of increased                     
maintenance in the upcoming year.  One area of 
concern will be Carter House, which will probably 
require some attention to its exterior this upcoming 
year. 
 
I especially want to thank Steve Long and all the 
other parishioners who have diligently spent  
countless hours working on the church grounds. 
They work behind the scenes gardening, trimming, 
and performing other chores to keep our church 
grounds looking beautiful.  
 
I have served my three years and will be leaving 
the Vestry.  I want to thank June Gregory, who has 
served as our Senior Warden this past year and the 
Junior Warden the two years prior to that. She has 
done a wonderful job in both positions. I also want 
to thank the other Vestry members during the past 
three years for their help and support.  St. Peterõs          
is truly blessed to have members who step into 
leadership roles and do the work required to keep 
the church running in both physical and spiritual 
matters.   
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
John òJDó Debler 
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Easter 
 

An Easter egg hunt for all children was held on the 
church grounds.  Teenagers participated by hiding 
the eggs and supervising those under age 5. 

 
Vacation Bible School 
 

          òPandamania ó was the theme of VBS held                    
June 20-24 from 9:00-11:45.  About fifty plus members 
and/or friends of St. Peterõs participated in VBS by 
moving furniture, teaching, bringing food, registering 
kids, or doing whatever they were asked to do. Our 
young people made an outstanding gift with musical 
participation.  
 

                               Respectfully submitted,  
                                            Frances Reed 
                                Christian Education Director  

 Youth Ministry  
 

In 2011, our Sunday evening gatherings continued. 
The youth prepared and served pancakes for Shrove 
Tuesday. They helped us celebrate Youth Sunday 
during Pentecost. Many of our youth serve as              
acolytes and /or sing in St. Peterõs Chancel Choir. 
They were extremely helpful in  hosting the  Fishinõ 
for Mission tournament and fundraiser this year. 
Many, also, attended Camp Capers this summer, 
with some serving as session counselors. Addition-
ally, they were tremendous participants in the                
St. Peterõs Talent Show. I am grateful to all of our 
youth for their participation and presence in these 
many areas even as they are extremely active in 
school and community activities.   

  
 
Daughters of the King (DOK)  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
President Frances Reed reports that the DOK               
continued to be a functioning part of St. Peterõs          
during the year 2011.  They sponsored Christmas 
stockings for the troops in  November.  St. Peterõs 
congregation responded by filling 35 stockings and 
boxes and contributing over  $ 600 toward postage.   
DOK members Lynna Thomas and Frances Reed 
also delivered Christmas gifts to fifteen  shut -ins.  
The Daughters of the King continue to send             
Birthday and Anniversary cards to the participants 
of the St. Peterõs congregation. 
 

 
 

 
 

Frances Reed & Justin Lee 
delivering our Christmas 
Packages for the Troops                               

to Coastal Bend                  
Troop Support.                             
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COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION  
 

The St. Peterõs website continues to be maintained 
and updated under the guidance of Woody 
Woodard.  Take   a look at itéyou might see photos 
of yourself taken at one of our church functions.  We 
thank Woody for his  time and efforts this year.  
 

With the greatly -appreciated help of Yvonne and 
Les Moor, an updated Pictorial Directory will soon 
be available. 
 

In addition to spring and fall St. Peterõs newspaper 
ads in the Visitorõs Guide, we ran ads for VBS and 
listings of our Holy Week schedule.  
 

Thank you to Joey Gill for her time and skill in             
setting up St. Peterõs Facebook page.  We look             
forward to it becoming an integral part of our              
communications. 
 

And, we thank all those who have provided digital              
photos of our various church events and interesting            
articles and reports throughout the year.  
             
                 

òThe Rockó  
 

òThe Rockó, St. Peterõs newsletter, is printed                   
in-house  and mailed to our church members,            
providing a great  method of communication and 
enjoyment.  Thank you to the many members of the 
parish who submit their articles, photographs and 
reports every month either in person or by email.   
 

After printing, we have several wonderful                      
volunteers, including Carolyn Behee, Kay Dickson, 
June Gregory, Mary Michie, Barbara Patton, Dan 
Pugh, Kay Scott, Vernetta Sorrells and  Woody 
Woodard, who graciously give of their time to           
prepare the finished  product for mailing.    
 

òThe Rockó is also available on our website and by 
email.  If you would prefer to read it online or via 
email, please notify the church office 729-2649 or 
send me an email at stpeterbythesea@att.net 
 

Your photos, articles and suggestions for making 
this publication more interesting and effective are 
always welcome.  Please send emails or stop by the 
Parish Office to visit with me anytime.  
 

                                                  Respectfully submitted,  
                                                  Diana Sebastian 

 

FISHINõ FOR MISSION 
 

                 We are happy to report a very successful                                
    Fishinõ for Mission tournament this year!  
 
Over $8,000 was raised for World Mission through the    
efforts of all involved. Special thanks go out to Mike and 
Cindy Glick and their team from St. Helenaõs in Boerne, 
June Gregory for heading up the raffle, and Ione Blake 
who graciously picked up the task of filling registration 
bags in Pinkyõs absence. In addition weõd like to                   
recognize Tommy & Debra Gardner for the sponsorship 
of the FFM ball caps. So many people contributed so 
much éthanks to all of our Parishioners from St. Peterõs 
who donated their time, talent, monetary consideration, 
and legwork.  
 
We are proud to be members of St. Peters Episcopal and 
friends of all of you who represent a significant and  
special part of our lives.                                 
 

        Peace and Blessings, 
Steve and Eileen Vincent 
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PLANNING & ANALYSIS                                                                                         
COMMISSION  

 
At last yearõs annual meeting, we were pleased               
to present the preliminary design for a new church 
facility. Soon afterwards, we closed on the sale of the 
Henderson Street property. These two achievements 
provided the backdrop for identifying another piece 
of property well -suited for our future ministry. We 
were blessed in discovering that section of property 
adjacent to the Rockport Post Office at the intersec-
tion of Pearl and Enterprise streets. Through the 
course of the past year, we began and completed the 
purchase of a little more than ten acres on this site. 
The entire process was shepherded by Mike Patton 
and we are grateful to Mr. David Crowell (the seller) 
and to the Diocese of West Texas for their care in            
implementing this transaction. We now have another 
beautiful location for St. Peterõs to imagine and plan 
for ministries that can serve this community well into 
the future.  
 
Our next steps will include a topographical survey 
and developing a site plan for the best location of the 
building. We are imagining other ministry                   
opportunities that may exist because of the                 
acquisition of this property.  If you have not yet           
visited this location, I  encourage you to do so.                
Jim Reed will be organizing volunteers to do some 
tree marking and staking of the area near the                        
potential building site. This would be a great time           
to become more familiar with the property.  
 
Obviously, at some point it will be necessary for us  
to imagine the feasibility of moving forward with 
construction. This invites the question of the financial 
resources available to do so. A survey and feasibility 
study will be the best approach for determining the 
timing for what comes next. I invite your prayers and 
participation as we continue imagining our future.  
 

 
      
      

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Finally, on the evening of December 3rd , many of us 
gathered on site with The Rt. Rev. Gary Lillibridge 
to walk this newly acquired property and to prayer-
fully set apart these grounds for ministry. I can 
imagine the members of St. Peterõs doing something 
similar each time the church facility was being built 
or rebuilt following a devastating storm. The 
strength, dedication, and care of each generation of 
membership was never simply to survive. Instead, 
there has always been a commitment to thrive and 
continue to meet and serve the needs of an                  
ever-changing community. The Light of Christ that 
shines in our hearts has always been made visible            
to the broader community by virtue of this                        
commitment, by virtue of our faith.        

 
Blessing of the New Property 

December 3, 2011  


