St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
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/

Reflections from
the Rector

When September rolls around, it’s hard not to notice the
children in our community. You can see them, backpacks
loaded, meandering to school in the early morning. You
can hear their music and watch them marching, as they
prepare for their first band performance. We see them
running the “big block” tuning up for cross country,
basketball, softball, and all the other activities that are
beginning. Then, of course there is the crack of helmets
and pads as football teams of every age prepare for the
new season. All of these images are signs and seasonal
markers that tell us a new school year has begun.

If you walk the hallways of any school, you'll notice
freshly painted walls, waxed floors, creative bulletin
boards and a buzz of activity associated with encouraging
and educating children for what comes next. When you
really think about it, the gathered collective effort
surrounding these activities includes children, parents,
teachers, administrators, coaches, bus drivers, mechanics,
electricians, food service personnel and a host of other
support services that provide for this educational
opportunity. Sometimes, having witnessed these signs
time and time again, it is easy for me to take this
collective energy for granted. Yet, I can’t think of any
other annual endeavor that gathers so many in our
community, rallying around such a valued focus. If we
are indeed searching for models of inspiration, what we
witness this time of year, gives us a tremendous example.

It is with these thoughts in mind, that I consider
September to be our kick-off for the new program year at
St. Peter’s. The summer draws to a close, families return
after “time away”, and there is a feeling of rediscovering
our common life in this part of the world. Whether we
have children at home or not, you might say it is our rally
time. It is a great time to make a new beginning.
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As you consider such things, I would like to invite you to
learn more about the various ministry opportunities
offered at St. Peter’s. Some of these are “task-oriented”,
some are “fellowship-oriented”, and some are “nurture-
oriented”. Some are year round activities, some are
seasonal in nature, and some occur once a year. You see
people participating in these ministries every Sunday;
greeters, ushers, those who provide refreshments during
fellowship, layreaders, choir members, and the behind the
scenes work of the altar guild. You often hear about the
reaching out opportunities offered through Castaways
Thrift Store, Good Samaritans Center, and the Community
Table. You may be less familiar with our parish pastoral
care through the Community of Hope, the study opportu-
nities offered through the year, like our current Journey in
Faith, and the fellowship offered through Dinners for
Eight and other special celebrations. I invite you to pray
and consider how you might participate in one or more of
these opportunities. May it be an activity that brings you
joy, allows you to share your gifts, and provides a venue to
discover new relationships. May it also be a place to think
creatively about ministry opportunities not yet discovered
and a place to dream, “what if?”.

New beginnings are all around us this month. They are

a joy to witness and a privilege to share. With each new
beginning there is new opportunity, both for us as
individuals and as a community of faith. However you
choose to share in the life of this parish, please know how
grateful I am for your presence and participation. We are
blessed to share in the company of others as we walk this
earthly pilgrimage. We are blessed with great diversity of
spiritual gifts and opportunities to let them shine.

As we observe the children embracing a new beginning,
may their enthusiasm and wonder stir all of us to make
a fresh start.

Faithfully,
Fr. Jim
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PARISH BUSINESS

From the Senior Warden

A

June Gregory

Hello to all,

Although summer is not officially over, I hope
each of you had or are still having a great summer.

The topic of change has been on my mind for
awhile. What is that old saying, “All that you can depend
on is change”? Well, it seems that change is here and it is
going to stay for awhile. What made me think about
change more is my recent retirement from my job of 17
years and the return of my grandchildren to school and
college. Most changes can be very good, however, they
can also bring stress and apprehension about the future.
For more than a month parents and children were
inundated by advertisements for “back to school sales”.
Buy, buy, buy they all pushed. If you bought this or that
brand of school supplies, uniforms, jeans, etc. these items
would make you more popular or successful in class.
Peer pressure on our children is hard, just ask a teacher or
a parent. Many young people today are not prepared for
school by their parents or caregivers so they struggle
throughout the year. How will these children cope with
all of the new events and changes in their lives?

I'm not sure.

As for us adults, change is all around us also. I'm
sure each of you can relate to good changes such as new
opportunities in the job market, weddings, births, trips,
however, some of you may be under a great deal of stress
and upheaval with loss of jobs, family problems, serious
health issues, deaths of family or friends, politics, the list
goes on and on. These problems have always been here
before us, but now with instant information, one can be
overwhelmed quickly. How do we as Christians accept
what is put before us and how do we help those who are
in need? I personally do not have the answers, only
suggestions you and I have heard for many years. Pray,
pray for yourself and for those in need. Hopefully we
will hear the answer we praying for.

Another suggestion is to invite a friend or new
acquaintance to join us in worship. Sometimes it is hard
for someone to make that first step inside a new Church.

Participate in some community service. So many
of you already serve in the community through
Castaways, Good Samaritans, Community Supper,
Community of Hope, there is always space for more
volunteers. At the last Community Supper that St. Peter’s
was involved in, there was a small group of young people
working in the kitchen and also helping serve those who
came to eat. In visiting with the young lady who was
beside me, I found that she was just there to help. She did

Treasurer's Report
July 2011

Mike Patton, Treasurer
mpattonl6@gmail.com

Shown below is a summary of the Church operating accounts
for the seven months ending July 31, 2011.

Actual Budget Difference
Revenue $198,701 $190,730 $7,971
Expense 158,447 187,138 28,691
Net Revenue/ $40,254 $3,592 $36,662
Expense

As the above table shows, the Church’s actual results for
the seven months is $36,662 better than planned.

Cash and short term investments of St. Peter’s totaled
$251,678 on July 31, 2011. These balances are in addition to
the funds dedicated to the Building, Memorial, Columbarium
and RDF accounts.

Respectfully submitted,
Mike Patton

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2011
4:30 PM

(From the Senior Warden - continued
not have to be there for a particular class or program,
she was just following Jesus’s message to us to serve one
another.

As a reminder, St. Peter’s has a strong Prayer Chain
that goes out by e-mail headed by Barbara Patton. For
prayers for you or your family, please call or e-mail Barbara
at the phone number or e-mail address listed in this and each
issue of The Rock, under Community of Hope Prayer List.
All requests for prayers will be handled by Father Jim, the
Prayer Chain and the Daughters of the King. Anyone in the
Church is welcome to become a member of the Prayer Chain.
The power of prayer is great!! (Don't forget to pray for rain.)

The 140th celebration is almost here, be ready!

Blessings to each of you,
June Gregory
Senior Warden
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A Worship Service of Praise
and Peace Based on the Psalms

Our evening of fun continues
with dinner after the service,
as Bill Rivera is serenaded!

From the Director of
Music Ministries

Wednesday night, August 24 was a wonderful night!
Our Chancel Choir began our rehearsals for the fall and
winter seasons. We have new faces and new voices to join
our faithful “core” group that has served so faithfully. We
will have a Choir Workshop on Saturday, September 10 to
plan and renew our goals and purpose.

Also, please put Sunday, October 16 on your calendar
for our Annual Talent Show and Dinner. The Talent Show
begins at 5:30 pm and Dinner is at 6:45 pm. Tickets are $10
and the proceeds benefit our Music Ministry.

We have such a great time each year, and have extremely
entertaining acts! To audition, call me at 729-7884. DON'T
FORGET - AS USUAL, WE HAVE GREAT DOORPRIZES!!!

~ Angela Rivera

“Make a joyful noise unto the Lord all ye lands.
Serve the Lord with gladness; come before his
presence with singing. Psalm 100:1-2

It was a glorious evening. The choir rehearsed the entire day to

8 prepare five very difficult anthems, accompanied by brass choir
' and a magnificent pipe organ. World-renowned conductor,

Dr. Donald Neuen, from UCLA, led the choirs.

The congregation consisted not only of many visitors, but also
hundreds of college and church choir directors from across the state.

The combination of the Festival Chorus, choir
directors, brass choir and pipe organ created an
incredible evening of beautiful music. This was an
inaugural event which was extremely successful. Thirty-one churches from all
over Texas were represented, including only one other Episcopal church from
Houston. Congratulations to our four wonderful representatives.

It was a mountaintop experience for all of us who sang or attended!!!

. THE TEXAS CHORAL DIRECTOR’S ASSOCIATION featured
the Church Festival Chorus in San Antonio on July 28, 2011. Christy Friedel,
Elise Olexa, Fr. Jim Friedel and Will Douglas joined with one hundred forty

4 outstanding, auditioned singers to lead an ecumenical worship
88 service at the First Baptist Church of San Antonio.
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Pam Heidt

Community of Hope International
“ A School for God’s Service...” RSB

Fall is almost here and we are happy to have our
Circle of Care meetings back on schedule! Our first
meeting this fall will be Wednesday, September 7 at
3:00PM in the Parish Hall.

We will be delighted to have Pinky back with us and

plan to catch up on the summer activities. We will also see
Fr. Jim’'s talk that he gave at the Community of Hope
International Conference this summer.

Please keep in mind our Community of Hope Course
which will begin in late January. We are planning on
having 8 to 10 people taking the course and you might
consider if that is a path that you might want to follow.




Volume 15, Issue 7

NOW & THEN.. .. by Jim Reed

REFLECTIONS ON 9/11

This is being written on Sunday afternoon
after our Rector delivered a very good sermon
about our need to believe in something bigger
than ourselves. He used the story of Joseph
and his scheming brothers to illustrate how

& 2 God has a way of making his plan known to

us. He also told us of Peter’s faith beginning

to wane when he stepped out of the boat to walk on water
toward Jesus. I am convinced that the events of the past
several years in planning for a new church facility were
set in motion by Him and that we need to faithfully follow
where He leads us.

In 2003 a committee of the Vestry under the leadership

of Sally Cotner looked for and found the property on
Henderson Street. With much encouragement from
diocesan and local church leadership, our church went

into debt to purchase the property. It was a very nice piece
of land for which we paid $274,000. The work of the Build-
ing Planning Committee led us to understand that the
Henderson Street property, while beautiful, was not config-
ured to execute the best business solution to our need for a
new church structure. The property was put up for sale.
Time passed without any interested buyers. Then the
County became interested in the Henderson Street property
as an addition to the long-term drainage and parks plans of
the County. With the County’s purchase of the Henderson
Street property in December 2010, our Building Fund
balance increased to $553,000.

While all of this was going on, the Vestry was actively look-
ing for an appropriate site for a new church. In June of 2009,
Larry Heidt initiated a call to the owner of the property on
Enterprise Street near the Post Office. The thought was to
offer to trade the Henderson Street property. That was not
to be, but the door was opened to negotiate if we could sell
the Henderson Street acreage. Six months later, the County
bought the Henderson Street property and we were ready
to negotiate. The new property could be bought for its cur-
rent tax assessed value of $501,000, well under the amount
we had in the bank!!

It was then time for the Diocese to enter the picture and for
the infusion of lawyers and businessmen to the process.
Everyone here at home and at the Diocese in San Antonio
were in agreement that this would be a good move. How-
ever there were surveys, environmental studies, legal
contracts, and other roadblocks. This went on for over six
months and the owner (seller), who is an elderly gentleman,
wanted to see a church on the property. So he offered to
sell the property in an “as is” state for $395,000. ($106,000
less than the tax assessed value.) The Vestry calculated that
the “as is” cost would be no more than two or three
thousand dollars, and accepted his offer.

The offer was accepted, the Diocese agreed and, as of this
writing, we are awaiting the closing of the sale for this
property. Once completed, we will own a very appropriate

Most of us remember hearing the news that a
plane had flown into one of the towers at the
World Trade Center. Minutes later a second
| plane struck the other tower and at once we
l ﬁ realized, “This was no accident”. A third plane
hits the Pentagon and the collective gasp
across the nation affirms that, “We are under attack!”
What's next? Where is our family? Where are our friends?
Could they be in harm’s way? Who could do such a thing,
and why? Then came the news of a fourth hijacked plane
crashing into a field near Shanksville, PA. Having heard
the news about the other flights, the 40 ordinary passen-
gers on this plane responded in a manner that could
preserve as many lives as possible, even at the cost of their
own lives. ..

As the morning continued, we heard more stories of heroic
response. In the midst of chaos and uncertainty, people
choosing to risk everything to save the lives of others. .
These first responders offered something more than heroic
service, they were a beacon of light in the midst of a dark
uncertain world What an incredible image of humankind
at its best, the initial response to these acts of terror were
acts of generosity and care.

It is hard for me to forget the collective efforts of people
serving beyond self on that day. Now ten years later, I long
for expressions of a beacon of light in the midst of dark-
ness. Stories of people coming together to serve something
or someone beyond the self areas important today as they
were on that crisp clear September morning ten years ago.
We could use the spirit of those first responders again.
They were unable to solve every problem on that day, but
their collective tenacious efforts were expressions of hope
and love. Such vivid expressions can see the human family
through dark and difficult times. They are the best that
humankind has to offer and their memory reminds us of
what we have to offer with each new day.

(Now & Then - continued)
piece of ground, centrally located to support the ongoing
ministries of this parish well into the future. In addition,
we will still have something near $150,000 in the Building
Fund. Our next step will require the same thoughtful and
prayerful discernment that has brought us to this point. No
doubt it will be a step out of the boat, in faith. Gathering
the resources necessary to build a facility for our ministries
may be a challenge for St. Peter’s. We, however, are not
simply interested in a nice larger building where we gather
for worship. We desire space and place that will allow this
faith community to effectively engage in ministry opportu-
nities, both present and future. We desire to genuinely
honor God in everything that we build. The foundation of
St. Peter’s set in place some 140 years ago to meet the
needs of that broader community is the same foundation
of our parish today. We will continue to build upon that
good work in all that comes next. There will always be
challenge, but we can do it, with God’s help.
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We were deeply saddened to hear of the Pr. ayer List

passing of our dear friend and parishioner,
Charlotte Hilton on August 4.
We offer prayers of comfort and strength for
Cecil and all of their family and friends.
A memorial service for Charlotte was held
August 9 at 1st United Methodist Church
in Corpus Christi.

Donald Caskey Henningan
passed away July 28, 2011.
Our thoughts and prayers for Eloise
and their family.
A memorial service to honor Don was held
in Longview, Texas on Saturday, August 6.
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Lynne & Ken McGee 1
Audrey & Al Steffens 3
Julia & John Pina 9
Nell & David Herring 10
Ann & Ted Whitlock 12
Faye & John Ulbrich 14
; § (%ZRTHS
S
WE WERE SO EXCITED TO
HEAR THE NEWS THAT O 4
JUDY NIBBELINK’S N

GRANDAUGHTER, BROOKE,
WAS BORN TO STACEY AND KEN NIBBELINK
ON JULY 29, 2011.

CONGRATULATIONS TO
ANNE DOBBINS!!!
HER GREAT-GRANDSON,
WAKEFIELD THOMAS
DUNHAM ARRIVED IN OUR

2011 WEIGHING 6 POUNDS,
11 OUNCES.

Barbara Patton

We ask that you keep the following persons

in your prayers: Carol Allen, Landon Alexander,
Nadia Clark, Joe Dickson, Corina Domaschk,
Pinky Gonzalez, Jean Herring, David Herring,
John Hill, Dorothy Hooker, Wendy Laubach,
Joan Lee, Carole Ann McKitrick, Judy Nibbelink,
Anna Nix, Barbara Patton, George Sanders,

Al Steffens, Audrey Steffens, David Vyoral and
The Rev. Jim Friedel.

BirRTHDG /S

SEPT SEPT
Diane Austin 1 Melissa Daylong 17
Jean Herring 2 Reba Lomax 17
Sally Summers 2 Landon Alexander 18
Andrew Ehrlich 3  Carolyn Anthony 18
Polly Cook 4 Lynn Wildman 21
Adelaide Keith 5 Glenn Gregory 22
Barbara Shelton 5 Larry Heidt 23
Elaine Mogabgab 5 JenaKirmse 23
Dr. John Butt 6 The Rev. Ed Rose 24
Natalie Werkhoven 6 Peggy Friebele 24
Karol Langley 8  Betsy Farmer 25
Betty Craig 10 Stan Miles 26
Lynna Thomas 11 Pinky Gonzalez 27

Kay Dickson 11 Rhonda Cunningham 28
Bruce Shugart 14 S.E. Kelly 29
Mary Adams 16  Ashley Debler 30
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OUTREACH PROGRAMS

GOOD SAMARITANS
SEPTEMBER 2011

Bob Austin

Each Christmas season Good Samaritan provides a box

of food to 450-500 families for their holiday dinner. This
requires preparation in October and November to collect
30,000 pounds of food for the mid-December event. We
will be purchasing 600 small hams from HEB. Many volun-
teers from Good Sam, winter Texans and the community
help us to get ready.

The month of October will be the time when we at St.
Peter’s have an opportunity to donate non-perishable food
items to Good Sam. Baskets will be located in the parish
hall during October for our donations. You may also bring
the food directly to the Good Samaritan office at 507 S. Ann
St. (near City Hall). Envelopes for monetary donations may
be found by the baskets or may be mailed to Good Sam.
Monies collected will be used to purchase food from HEB
and the Food Bank.

We are busier than ever at Good Sam due to hard times, job
losses and large bills to pay. Thank you for supporting our
services to those less fortunate. ~ Bob Austin

COMMUNITY TABLE

Who would have thought we would become
known by our yams. Last fall in searching
for a special pre-holiday dish, we prepared yams
as part of our St. Peter’s October Community Table dinner.
Of course, they weren't just yams. We call them
“Episcopal” yams. They were fixed with orange zest,
walnuts, brown sugar and butter. Talk about popular!

We were then invited to provide the yams for the annual
Community Table Thanksgiving and Christmas dinners.
It was a privilege.

Now plans are being made for this year’s October
Community Table dinner. What's being included? You
got it! Regular St. Peter’s volunteers, such as Lynn and
Ken McGee, Betsy and Harry Johns, and Eileen and Steve
Vincent are ready for the repeat performance.

If you can join us, please place Tuesday, October 4 on
your calendar to help as a St. Peter’s Community Table
volunteer. Cooks, servers, clean-up people and all manner
of helpers are needed. St. Peter’s is also preparing to add
two greeters to our on-going staff. Or, come by First
Presbyterian any Tuesday after 4:30 pm for dinner to
discover this wonderful community service first hand
- and then you may be hooked on volunteering when the
Episcopalians hit the kitchen on October 4.

There is no end to what a few
dedicated people can accomplish!

\ iai
Dan Pugh

PARISH CARE & FELLOWSHIP

I haven’t been part of this wonderful
parish for very many years. But, I've
become more and more impressed with
the long history of bountiful work done
here, and the heroes who have lent time

Kay Scott
and talent to so many ministries.

I was thinking, why not ask for as much information as I
could get about St. Peter’s past? And why not putitona
storyboard, or history wall in the Parish Hall and on
FaceBook? And, while we’re at it, why not make it part of
our celebration of 140 years coming in December? Does
this idea appeal to those of you who have stories, photos,
or memories to contribute? If so, please let me know.

Here are some ideas from our rector:

I can imagine Iots of parallel stories through the years
regarding the Rockport-Fulton community and St. Peter’s
Episcopal Church. (IE. Hurricanes, economic develop-
ment, the Great Depression, Spanish-American War, WWI,
WWIL etc.)

Very interested to know more about the family stories of
early St. Peter’s and Rockport-Fulton.

I've talked to Jim Reed and he’s ready to build the history
wall in the Parish Hall. This might turn into something
that needs the attention of more than one person. So, if
you’d like to help, let me know.

While I was giving all this my attention, I considered that
you might want to make certain you get back what you
lend. For that to happen we need copies of your treasures
and not the real thing. Please don’t give us anything
you're afraid of losing. Having said that, it occurred to me
that what we're asking for might also be some relic or
other that you have or know of. If that’s the case, we need
to talk.

You can call me on my cell, (830) 560-6123 or at home,
790-5398. My email is kay.scott66@yahoo.com.

I wonder what we’ll see as we turn around and take a
look at where we’ve been. I believe we will get a better
perspective on where we want to go.

And, thank you God. I had no idea how I was going to say
all this when I started.

Yours in Christ,
~ Kay Scott

DAUGHTERS OF THE KING
We will have a meeting

in our Parish Hall on
Sunday, September 18 at 12:15.
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MINISTRY LEADERS

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Vestry Commissions and Ministry Leaders

Sr. Warden June Gregory
Jr. Warden John “JD” Debler
Treasurer Mike Patton

Scribe Kay Scott

Buildings, Grounds & Equipment Commission:

John “JD” Debler
Steve Long
Mike Patton

Christian Formation Commission: Becky Warren
Daughters of the King Frances Reed

Garden Guild
Columbarium

Brotherhood of St. Andrew Al Steffens
Cursillo JoAnn Leonard
Library
Nursery
Godly Play Kimber Clark

Adult Education
Vacation Bible School

The Rev. James W. Friedel
Frances Reed

Communications Commission: Joey Gill
The Rock Diana Sebastian
Website Woody Woodard
History Judy Nibbelink
Office Administration Liaison Joey Gill
Pictorial Directory Les Moor

Signs, Advertising, Directories, Bulletin Boards

Evangelism Commission:
Greeters & Name Tags
Newcomers

Pinky Gonzalez

Planning & Analysis Commission: Jim Blake
Five Year Plan, Bldg Planning and Land Sale or Purchase

Parish Care & Fellowship Commission:
Beth Garner, Kay Scott & Dan Pugh

Sunday Coffee Hosts June Gregory
Comfort Meals Milby Wade
Community of Hope/Pastoral Care Pam Heidt

Pinky Gonzalez
Sarah Shugart
Milby Wade
Barbara Patton
Yvonne Moor

Circle of Prayer

Kitchen Guild, Special Events, Meals & Dinners

Stewardship Commission:

Audit Committee Rick Glassett
Jean Albright
Walter Bringle
Finance Committee, Stewardship Mike Patton

Outreach Commission:
Castaways

Good Samaritans

Community Table

Becky Warren & Joey Gill
Roy Allen & Jo Ann Leonard
Bob Austin

Al Steffens

Worship & Liturgy Commission: Rev. James W. Friedel
Altar Guild Sherri Collins
Acolytes/Lay Readers & Lay Eucharistic Visitors

Verger: Al Steffens
Ushers Ken McGee
Director of Music/Choir Angela Rivera

WORSHIP SERVICES:

Sunday 8:00 a.m. Rite I Holy Eucharist

9:15 a.m. Adult Christian Formation
10:30 a.m. Rite II Holy Eucharist

6:00 p.m. Rite II Holy Eucharist

and Healing Service

The Nave of St. Peter’s Church is open for prayer
and meditation every day the church office is open.
Hours are 9:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. Monday
through Thursday, and Friday 9:00 a.m. until noon.

Wednesday

WEEKLY PROGRAMS:
Mon: Castaways Pricing
12:30 p.m.
Tues: St. Peter’s at Castaways

9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Community Table at First Presbyterian
4:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Wed: Healing Service and Holy Eucharist
6:00 p.m.

Choir Rehearsal
7:00 p.m.

“Dinners for Eight” are casual gatherings of
eight (more or less) members of our St. Peter’s
family. These are potluck dinners in a host
home to meet, greet, and eat. This is a fun way
to get to know fellow St. Peter’s members.

You will meet some new friends and connect with old
friends as well.

The date of our next dinner is:

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 29

FROM 6:30 UNTIL 8:30 P.M.

For more information please call
Becky Warren 729-6899.

COME AND JOIN THE FUN!!!

We welcome your photos of parish
S[e?d events for use in The Rock and on the
Your .4 bulletin boards! You can email them or
Photos! bring them by the parish office.

~ Thank you.

AIM Hospice -
Volunteer Opportunity
AIM Hospice in Rockport is recruiting
volunteers to serve as visitors for our
patients. Our volunteers provide
companionship to the patient
and respite for their caregivers.
Training is provided at no charge.
For more information, please call
Pat Rousseau, Volunteer Coordinator

729-0507.
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

SCHEDULE OF WORSHIP SERVICES:

Sundays: 8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite 1
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite II
Wednesdays: 6:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist and
Healing Service

CHURCH STAFEF:

Rector: The Rev. James W. Friedel
Director of Music Ministries: Angela Rivera

Parish Secretary: Diana Sebastian
Office Telephone: 361-729-2649
Office Hours: Monday through Thursday
9:00 am - Noon; 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm
Friday 9:00 am - Noon
Email: stpeterbythesea@att.net
Website: www.stpeterbythesea.com




